ruggle/at home win\onithe/joad 
; : ~ Bay 


—— 


4 ( 
ee Tp 
—— 


, 5 = 
=," a 
Dolphins\st 


Don@ CRISTAL WINS 
“BEST RUM IN-A MOJITO” 


320110 ULTIMATE ~~ ; 
» COCKTAIL CHALLENGE 


THE PREFERRED RUM IN THE LAND OF RUM | WWW.DONQ.COM 


Produced by Destileria Serrallés Inc, Ponce, Puerto Rico and distributed by Serrallés USA, Stamford, CT. Rum 40% ALC/VOL. 


DonQ is best enjoyed in moderation. 


ultimate smoothness in'rum. 


| 


DonQ 


Cristal 
I Priced by Destileria Serrahs Se 


Pnee, Puerto Rico 
104 He by Chl (30° Proof 


.PREMIUM 


RTO RICAN RUM 


Don@ Cristal rum is:Puerto 
Rico's best kept secret. This 
aged,.crystal clear rumis 
extremely smooth, balanced 
and mixable; But don't take 
our'word for it, taste our Qba 
Libre\Q:Mojitos and frozen’ 
drinksvat-any of the bars‘in 
the’ Stadium:andidiscover-the 


100 ani 400 


RUMS of 


RUM CAPITAL OF THE WORLD, 


ee 
Disappointing in so many ways 


Now out of playoff contention, the Dolphins must look at what went 
wrong and, foremost, how to find more consistency on offense 


This undoubtedly will go down as a Dolphins sea- 
son like none other, a season where the home cook- 
ing tastes lousy and where stringing together two vic- 
tories in a row became an unsolvable mystery. 

Who do you blame? Better stated: Who don't you 
blame? 

Blame the offense for looking anemic at so many 
junctures of this season. Blame the defense for not 
coming up with enough game-deciding plays. Blame 
the coaches and the front office and everyone who 
pieced this group together. It all just doesn’t fit. And, 
in so many ways, it just doesn't make sense. 

You win six out of seven on the road and lose six 
out of seven at home. Think about it. Swallow it. For 
some teams, in some cities, a 7-7 record screams 
progress. But for this team in this city, with the expec- 
tations so high, with the fans so rabid, with some of 
the road wins so impressive, it is tremendously disap- 
pointing. 

“Tough to come to grips with,” Coach Tony 
Sparano said after the most recent home loss, this 
time to the Buffalo Bills. “We just didn’t make any 
plays at all on either side of the football.” 

And when it was over, as Sparano walked off the 
field and into the tunnel leading to his locker room, 
he heard the boos. How could he not have? 

“| understand the frustration,” Sparano said. “We 
go to New York and win and then come back here 
and don't... | share in it, The guys in the locker room 
share in it. Nobody is walking out of here skipping.” 

No, the players and coaches walked out shaking 
their heads, trying to figure out something that can’t 
be figured out. Bewilderment. Disappointment. 
Confusion. Anger. It’s all there. 

It's so easy to second-guess so many things. Why 
not run the ball more against the worst rushing 
defense in the league? Why put the game in Chad 
Henne’s hands when he has done little to prove wor- 
thy of that during the course of the season? Why not 
attack more on offense? Why so many short passes 
when you need big chunks? 

When you really take a close look at this team, 
evaluate everything, the only thing the Dolphins do 
especially well is stop the run. 

Unfortunately, that just isn’t enough. 

Playoffs? Put bluntly, this team just doesn’t 
deserve a 17th game, not when it can't defend its 
home turf against teams with losing records, not 
when the offense struggles the way it has — scoring 
a total of three touchdowns in the last three home 
games — and not when there is so little to grasp and 
so much to question. 

The Dolphins knew the Butfalo game was an elim- 
ination game, just as the Jets game was the week 


It was a frustrated Tony Sparano who ran off the field after the three-point loss to Buffalo. 


before. Sparano reminded his team of this over and 
over. But the Dolphins just didn’t play that way. Not 
on either side of the ball 

You look at Sparano,you hear the disappointment 
in his words, and you get the feeling that he is run- 
ning out of answers as well. I like this coach. I like 
his passion, his work ethic, the way he approaches 
each game, the way he treats his players, the way he 
works hours upon hours to find any edge that could 
make a difference on Sunday afternoons. 

But if his players don’t comply, if the mistakes pile 
up, if the fnost important position on the team just 
doesn't make enough plays, he can't wave some 
magic wand and make it alt go away. 

Not in the 14th game of a 16-game season, he 
can't. 

What now? If only there were easy answers, the 
problems already would have been solved. It starts, as 
it always does, with quarterback Chad Henne. 

Over the past three games, since his best game of 
the season at Oakland, Henne has been a major dis- 
appointment. He forces throws he should never 
attempt. He misfires to open receivers streaking 
down the middle of the field. He holds the ball too 
long. He locks in on a receiver when he should be 
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looking the other way. 

We don't pretend to reside inside Henne’s head, 
but it appears from the outside that his confidence is 
shaken, that he just isn't willing to make the tough 
throw into tight coverage with the game on the line. 

You look at his numbers against the Bills and they 
were decent, He missed on only 12 of 45 passes and 
threw for 276 yards and a touchdown. But it isn’t the 
numbers as much asthe bottom line. The offense just 
isn't getting it done, certainly not with any consistency. 

It certainly isn’tzall Henne’ fault. Clearly, the 
Dolphins need more spark, more big-play potential. 
At running back. At receiver. At tight end. 
Everywhere. You can look back now and wonder 
whether the signing of Brandon Marshall should have 
been considered the first piece instead of the last one. 

It is too late to change things for this season. The 
final couple of games are a time for some serious 
evaluation. Important decisions must be made. 
Players must be held accountable, Strategies must be 
cused 

The Dolphins are not where they want to be, where 
they need to be, and it is imperative that everything 
possible be done to solve the problems that stayed 
with this team throughout much of the season. 
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Dolphins Cheerleader 
Fabiola wears the 
appropriate look after 
she was selected to 
represent the team at 
the 2011 Pro Bowl. 
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The next issue of Dolphin Digest will be the regular sea- 
son review issue. That issue will be mailed sometime in 
January and will include a complete regular season recap 
as well as a look at the offseason challenges facing the 
Dolphins. 2 
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coach SPEAK arano } 


| understand the frustration 


Coach Tony Sparano talks about, among other things, a disappointing 
loss to the Bills, the struggles on offense and the excellent play 


of the rushing defense 


Q: Coach, what are your thoughts after get- 
tthg eliminated frorn the playoffs with the 
loss to the Bills? 


TS: I'm disappointed. I thought we were ready to 
play against the Bills. We just didn’t make any plays. 
It's just tough to come to grips with. I understand the 
frustration. I share it, The guys in that locker room 
share it. The fans are important to us. They have been 
loyal all the way through. 


Q: How can you get your offense playing at a 
higher level? 


TS: We have to get into more of a rhythm early in 
the game. We need to try to take some of the pressure 
off solne of the skill players by running the ball and 
being consistent that way. When I say running the 
ball, I don’t mean rushes of 10 yards or more, though 
I'd like to have them. I mean just being consistent to 
open up other things. { think we can help our players 
a little bit more from a coaching end by putting some 
different people in some different spots 

At the end of the day, offensive football is com- 
pletely different than defensive football. On the 
defensive side, you can cover up for inconsistency 
with effort and high motors, On offense, if you have 
inconsistencies, you will have inefficiency. If you 
have one or two who don't do their job on offense, 
you can't cover it_up. Against the Jets, Brandon 
Marshall runs a great route and he’s open but we can’t 
get him the ball because the protection broke down. 
You just can’t cover that up. 


Q: Cameron Wake has had many of his 
sacks in the fourth quarter of games, two 
against the Jets for instance and we 
remember a big one in the fourth quarter 
against Green Bay. What does this say 
about Wake that he can play so well late 
in games? 


TS: I've heard somebody use the term of being a 
closer. Cameron has started to develop that reputa- 
tion. He's a guy who in the fourth quarter you need 
to find out there. Some of what I've seen Cameron do 
in the fourth quarter of games has been unbelievable 
because he is getting blocked by a tackle and a tight 
end or a tackle and a back. He still ends up with 
relentless effort on play number 65 in the game. This 
guy plays with a chip on his shoulder and something 
to prove and I hope he keeps those qualities for a 
long time. 


Q:. Other than points allowed, what are the 
best statistical indicators to tell you how 
well your defense is playing? 


TS: I look at things differently. I look at third- 


‘down conversins. I look at three-and-out series. I 


look at average per gain. All those areas are getting 
better. 


Q: Can a defense play much better against 
the run than your defense has been play- 
ing recently? 


TS: Our defense has played really well against the 
run. I would think there are some things we can 
improve on, but that would be nitpicking. We have 
aspirations to try and be the best. There are a couple 
of things I think we can do better, but for the most 
part those guys have done a really good job. 


Quarterback Chad Henne and 
his teammates just didn’t 
make enough plays in the 
game against Buffalo. 
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Q: Is there a secret+to this ortis'it just desire 
or talent or what? 


TS: It has an awful lot to do with the players. They 
have done a nice job of understanding what is being 
asked of them by their coaches. There is a lot of 
desire involved because they are all rallying to the 
ball against really good backs. These arm tackles, 
these one-on-one tackles, you don't get the back 
down in this league that way. The coaches have done 
a great job, but the players have done a really good 
job of executing the play. 

Q; It has to-be comforting to look at this 
defense, ranked fifth in the league, and 
see that it Is filled with young player 


See SPARANO, page 8 
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SPARANO, from page 7 


TS: Yes, its comforting. I'm excited about what's 
going on with the young players on defense. I'm also 
excited about what’ going on with the young players 
on special teams and really what been happening 
with the young players on offense. We have a lot of 
young players contributing everywhere 

You get lost in the fact that the defense is playing 
isi and Cameron Wake. 
had tremen- 


good, and you look at K 
But from a special teams area, we havi 
dous improvement from players like Reshad Jones 
and Jonathon Amaya and Austin Spitler. Then on 
offense, we've got guys like John Jerry, Roberto 
Wallace and Marlon Moore, so our young players are 
really stepping up 


TS: We have to create more turnovers. I don’t like 
where we stand in turnovers. It's not good enough 
We've had plenty of opportunities, At this time of 
year, we need to be taking those balls away in 
turnovers, At times, during the course of the game, 
when something like that happens, you may get off 
the field on a third-down stop. Thats great, but you 
lose about 45 yards of field position because you did- 


“1 recently spoke to the 
team and one of the mes- 
sages I've been giving 


them nonstop is that each 
game now is more about 
us than our opponents.” 


nt get the turnover. We work hard at it. We coach 
turnovers. We coach ball disruption. But we're not 
cartying that part of it over to the game. 


TS: 1 would hope they take away one thing — 
sometimes you can get caught up in the fact that 
you're doing the heavy lifting out there. What | mean 
by that is that Pittsburgh and Baltimore's defenses 
like to have the bull’s-eye on their backs. They don't 
mind winning games that way. | want my defense to 
feel that way. At times, the offensive or defensive con 
tribution might not be as great from one week to the 
next. So one group needs to step up. As far as our 
defense goes, I would hope they would want the 
bulls-eye on them just like the Steelers and Ravens 


do. 


TS: Yes, it is. In fact, I recently spoke to the team 


and one of the messages I've been giving them non 


stop is that each game now is more about us than our 
opponents, That is no disrespect to our opponents. 
We need to take-care of what we need to take care of 
Our execution, our protection of the ball, whether or 
not we can force turnovers, whether or not we have 
the mental errors, those things are really important 
this time of the year. 
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Nolan 
Carroll 


Richie 


Favorite 
reading material 


Sos Angeles Times ESPN The Magazine 


My perFect 
flew Year's Eve 


Relaxing with my family 


Last movie | saw 


My Favorite 
sub sandwich, 


The best tattoo I've ba 
seen, and who it was on f 


It's the 
Virgin Mary 
on Brandon 

Marshall's 
shoulder, | have 
one, too, but his 
is more detailed. 


[like the Country Club 
from Jimmy John's, 


Low-key. | don’t buy into the shat eta a 
New Year's Eve hype, ¢ 
\ family in Times 
50 just low-key at the house. Ae 


“Robin Hood” 
with Russell 


“Jackass: 
3-D" 


Sports Illustrated 


\ 
Times Square 
when the ball drops 


“Ripple Effect” 


| like Jake 


| can't think of 

Long's Chinese what it is but 
‘symbol on the it's one of 
inside of his Channing 
arm Crowder’s 


My friend from college 
hada Polynesian tattoo 


Turkey and ham from La Spada's 


Sweet Onion 
Chicken 
Teriyaki from 
Subway 


IF there was 
a book on my life, 
they should call it ... 


“An Amazing Experience” 


“The Trials and Tribulations of 


a Man Named Incognito", , "Driven’ 


“Just Call Me Koa” 
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ith the season down to the final two games, it’s that 

time when everybody starts talking about the Pro 

Bowl and the players who deserve to be voted to 
the all-star game. 


This season, the game is moving back to Honolulu, * 


Hawaii, after being played last year in Miami on the Sunday 
before the Super Bowl. The league has decided to keep the 
same schedule, meaning the 2011 Pro Bowl will be played 


The teams, which will be decided in a three-way vote 
among fans, players and coaches, will be announced on the 
NFL Network on Tuesday, Dec. 28. 

The Dolphins had two players take part in the last Pro 
Bowl — safety Yeremiah Bell and kicker Dan Carpenter — 
and look like they should at least match that number this 


year. ; 
We examine the Dolphins’ best Pro Bowl candidates this 


on Sunday, Jan. 30. 


season, starting with the most likely to earn a nod. 
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OLB Cameron WAKE 


Last year’s Pro Bowlers: Elvis Dumervil, Denver; 
James Harrison, Pittsburgh; Brian Cushing, Houston - 
(did not play); EaMarr Woodley, Pittsburgh (injury 
replacement) 

The case for Wake: In his first season as a starter, 
Wake has emerged as one of the best pass rushers in 
the league. And he’s done it without great help in the 
pass rush from other Dolphins players. Additionally, 
he also has made big plays against the run. 

Why he might not make it: Irs hard to see Wake not 
getting into the Pro Bowl, but he plays a position 
where there are a lot of established stars having big, 
years, starting with 2009 Pro Bowlers James Harrison 
and LaMarr Woodley of Pittsburgh. Then there's 
Tamba Hali of Kansas City, Shaun Phillips of San 
Diego and Terrell Suggs of Baltimore, all of whom 
have reached double digits in sacks. Harrison, 
Woodley, Suggs and Phillips all led Wake in the latest 
fan voting results. 


Wake’s chances: Excellent 


SS Yeremiah BELL 


Last year’s Pro Bowlers: Brian Dawkins, Denver; 
Antonio Bethea, Indianapolis (did not play); 
Yeremiah Bell, Miami (replacement) 

‘The case for Bell: Bell’s work was recognized last 
year and he’s had another solid season as the lone vet- 
eran in the secondary. With the Dolphins defense 
having a really good year, its bound to draw atten- 
tion, particularly since Bell was in the Pro Bowl last 
season. 

Why he might not make it: There are not a lot of 
dominant strong safeties in the AFC outside of 
Pittsburgh's Troy Polamalu, who is practically a lock 
to be voted to the team but would haye to sit out the 
game if the Steelers reach the Super Bowl. The other 
strong candidate is Kansas City rookie Eric Berry, 
who has justified his status as the fifth overall pick in 
the 2010 draft. Bell’s low number of big plays might 
hurt, and he also didn’t rank among the top five at 
strong safety in the fan voting. 


Beli’s chances: Very good 


T Jake LONG 


Last year’s Pro Bowlers: Jake Long, Miami (did not 
play); Ryan Clady, Denver; D'Brickashaw Ferguson, 
N.Y. Jets (injury replacement); Joe Thomas, Cleveland 

The for Long: Long was voted to the Pro Bowl 
in each of his first two seasons — as an injury replace- 
ment in 2008 and a starter in 2009 — so he’s obvious- 
ly developed a reputation as an elite tackle. Long was 
playing as well as ever this season before he sustained 
a shoulder injury in the game ‘against Tennessee. The 
injury has limited his effectiveness, but the mere fact 
he’ been able to stay in the lineup while almost play- 
ing with one arm will earn him,points for toughness. 

Why he might not make it: There is no shortage of 
quality offensive tackles in the AFC, starting with the 
two who were voted to the team last year alongside 
Long —Clady and Thomas. There’ also Ferguson, 
who replaced Long in last years game, as well as 
Baltimore's Michael Oher, New England’s Matt Light, 
and Tennessee's Michael Roos. 

Long’s chances: Very good 


See PRO BOWL, page 15 


December 31, 2010 Dolphin Digest 13 


Gree news for Dolphins fans: Doctors Hospital 
Center for Orthopedics & Sports Medicine is now the 
Official Medical Service Provider for Dolphins Game 
Day at Sun Life Stadium. 


That's good news because Dolphins fans can count 
on expert medical treatment by the same sports 
medicine team that professional athletes use. So, you 
can relax and cheer for the Dolphins knowing that 
your health and safety are in good hands. 


When you need us on game day, you can find us at 
first-aid stations in sections 156, 214 and 442. 


And if you need a doctor any time, call our free 
Physician Referral Service at 786-308-2888. 


Doctors Hospital 


BAPTI: 
HEAL 


"Center for Orthopedics & Sports Medicine * 


5000 University Drive ¢ Coral Gables, Florida 
baptisthealth.net 


The Doctors Hospital Center for Orthopedics & Sports Medicine is 
Proud to be the official sports medicine provider for the Miami Heat, 
Florida Panthers, Sony Ericsson Open, Florida International University 
and the Orange Bowl. 


Sun Life 
STADIUM 


Something 
to Cheer 
About! 
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T 2 a Bowler: Nate Kaeding, San Diego 
(did not play’ 
ment) 
he ter: You can start with 
Carpenter's two ar Speaial fein Player of the Week 
awards, then move on to his conference-leading 
number of field goals and finally to his 60-yard field 
goal against Cleveland, which is the longest kick in 
the league this season. It also won't hurt that he made 


the Pro Bow! last year. 


t Even though he doesn't 
have as many field goals as Carpenter, it might be 


impossible to ignore Tennessee's Rob Bironas, who has * 


been a stud for years and this season has missed only 
one attempt. Carpenter isn’t going to be helped by the 
four misses against Buffalo, even though all of them 
were from long distance. It also won't help Carpenters 
candidacy that he’s had three kickoffs returned for 
touchdowns and that he’s way down the list when it 
comes to touchbacks. 


3: Toss-up 


Dan Carpenter, Miami (injury replace-, 
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CB Vontae DAVIS 


Last y ro ars: Darrelle Revis, N.Y. Jets; 
Nnamdi Asomugha, Oakland; Champ Bailey, 
Denver 

: In only his second season, the 
Dolphins’ 2009 firet-nound) pick has iseconie the dels 
nition of a shut-down corner and opponents rarely 
throw in his direction. Davis also has continued his 
outstanding work in run support 


it: Cornerbacks too often 
are judged by their number of interceptions, and this 
is where-Davis will get hurt. This is the price a cor- 
nerback pays when he’s so good in coverage — it’s 
tough ‘to gét picks when the ball never comes your 
way. Another problem is getting more votes than Pro 
Bowl regulars Revis, Asomugha and Bailey even 
though Davis has outplayed all three of them. The 
three veterans ranked among the top five in the latest 
fan voting, while Davis didn’t make the cut. Kansas 
City’s Brandon Flowers is another cornerback who 
has played at a Pro Bow! level. 


: Toss-up 


P Brandon LDS 


ler, Oakland 


‘ After his monster game against 
the Jets, Fields moved near the top of the AFC rank- 
ings in both gross and net average. That game alone 
made him a legitimate candidate. 


o Bowler: Shane Lech’ 


ot make it Two words — Shane 
Lechler, The Raiders punter has made it to the Pro 
Bowl five times, including the last three years, and 
he’s once again among the léaders in gross and net 
average. It also might hurt Fields’ chances that he had 
two punts blocked. Fields also doesn’t look like he'll 
get the fan vote —he didn't rank among the top five 
in the latest tally. 


ees: Not great 


See PRO BOWL, page 16 
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Ray Lewis, Baltimore; 


Dansby has been every bit as 
good as advertised in his first season with the 
Dolphins, and has made plays against the run, in 
coverage and while rushing the passer. He's the 
leader of a defense that ranks among the best in the 
league. 

Why he m 2 or all the great work 
he has done, Dansby might not have enough high- 
light plays to beat out the four AFC inside line- 
backers who were ahead of him in the latest fan- 
voting — Lewis, James Farrior and Lawrence 
Timmons of Pittsburgh, and Jerod Mayo of New 
England. 


Not very good. 


f: Le'Ron McClain, Baltimore 


tion as a clutch third-down back and he’s upheld that 
in 2010. He's also made his share of big blocks. 


The biggest thing work- 
ing eeainst Polite is the Dolphins’ mediocre rushing 
average. The truth is that Polite probably had a better 
year in 2009 when he was beaten out for the Pro 
Bowl nod by McClain. This is one of those positions 
where reputation often gets a player voted in, so 
McClain might be tough to beat out. Of course, if the 
Ravens end up in the Super Bowl, that would create 
an opening. Then again, Polite didn't tank among the 
top five in the latest fan voting results. 


Polite has established a reputa- ~ 


PRO BOWL | :GULARS 


The Dolphins players with the most Pro Bowl 
appearances. Bold indicates year when 
the player was voted as a starter. 


rina § — (1983, 1984, 1985, 1986, 1987, 
1991, 1992, 1994, 1995) 


LB Zach Thamas 7 — (1999, 2000, 2001, 
2003, 2005, 2006) 


2002, 


Richm | — (1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 
1994, 1995, 1996) 
6 — (1970, 1971, 1973, 1974, 1977, 


1978) 


jab Kuechenbery 6 — (1974, 1975, 1977, 1978, 
1982, 1983) 

dim Langer 6 — (1973, 1974, 1975, 1976, 1977, 
1978) 

& Jason Tayisr 6 — (2000, 2002, 2004, 2005, 
2006, 2007) 

[Boh Baumhower § — (1979, 1981, 1982, 1983, 
1984) “ 


— (1984, 1985, 1986, 1988, 


—(1970, 1971, 1972,” 1973, 


5 — (1986, 1987, 1988, 1989, 
he 
— (1971, 1972, 1973, 1974, 1975) 


1 5 — (1983, 1984, 1985, 1986, 


Warfiel —(1970, 1971, 1972, 1973, 


— (1971, 1972, 1973, 1974) 


— (1999, 2000, 2001, 2002) 


4 — (1981, 1982, 1983, 1984) 


— (1971, 1972, 1973, 1974) 


15651 Sheridan St. 


at the Cinemark Shoppes 


Fine & Affordable Italian Dining 


SIEAKS, SEAROOD AnD PASTA 


954.358.0808 


Sensi Wine with 
your dinner 
purchase 


QUARTERBACKS. 


1970 — Bob Griese 
1971 — BOB GRIESE 
1973 — Bob Griese 
1974 — Bob Griese 
1977 — BOB GRIESE 
1978 — Bob Griese 
1983 — DAN MARINO 
1984 — DAN MARINO 
1985 — DAN MARINO 
1986 — DAN MARINO 
1987 — Dan Marino 
1991 — Dan Marino 
1992 — DAN MARINO 
1994 — DAN MARINO 
1995 — DAN MARINO 


RUNNING BACKS 


1970 — Larry Csonka 
1971 — LARRY CSONKA, Mercury Morris 
1972 — Larry Csonka, Mercury Morris 
1973 — Larry Csonka, Mercury Morris 
1974 — Larry Csonka 

1978 — DELVIN WILLIAMS 

1982 — Andra Franklin 

2002 — RICKY WILLIAMS 

2008 — Ronnie Brown 


FULLBAGKS. 
1993 — Keith Byars 
WIDE RECEIVERS 


1970 — Paul Warfield 
1971 — PAUL WARFIELD 
1972 — Paul Warfield 
1973 — Paul Warfield 


1974 — Paul Warfield 

1977 — NAT MOORE 

1983 — Mark Duper 

1984 — Mark Clayton, MARK DUPER 
1985 — Mark Clayton 

41986 — Mark Clayton, Mark Duper 
41988 — Mark Clayton 

1991 — MARK CLAYTON 

4993 — Irving Fryar 

41994 — Irving Fryar 

2005 — Chris Chambers 


TIGHT ENDS 


1989 — Ferrell Edmunds 
1990 — Ferrell Edmunds 

1992 — KEITH JACKSON 

1993 — Keith Jackson 


TACKLES. 


1972 — Norm Evans 
1973 — Wayne Moore 
1974 — Norm Evans 
1980 — Richmond Webb 
1991 — Richmond Webb 
1992 — RICHMOND WEBB 
1993 — RICHMOND WEBB 
1994 — RICHMOND WEBB 
1995 — RICHMOND WEBB 
1996 — Richmond Webb 
2008 — Jake Long 

2009 — JAKE LONG 


1971 — Larry Little 
1972 — LARRY LITTLE 
1973 — LARRY LITTLE 


“Official Jeweler 
of the South FI 
Sports Fan” 


V2 
Le. 
SINCE 1968 


1974 — Bob Kuechenberg, LARRY LITTLE 
1975 — BOB KUECHENBERG 

197 — Bob Kuechentierg 

1978 — Bob Kuechenberg 

1981 — Ed Newman 

1982 — Bob Kuechenberg, Ed Newman 
1983 — Bob Kuechenberg, ED NEWMAN 
1984 — ED NEWMAN 

1985 — Roy Foster 

1986 — Roy Foster 

1993 — Keith Sims 

1994 — KEITH SIMS 

1995 — KEITH SIMS 


CENTERS. 


1973 — JIM LANGER 

1974 — JIM LANGER 

1975,— JIM LANGER 

1976 — JIM LANGER 

1977 — JIM LANGER, 

1978 — Jim Langer 

1983 — DWIGHT STEPHENSON 
1984 — DWIGHT STEPHENSON 
1985 — DWIGHT STEPHENSON 
1986 — DWIGHT STEPHENSON 
1987 — Dwight Stephenson 
2000 — Tim Ruddy 


DEFENSIVE ENDS 


1971 — Bill Stanfil 

1972 — Bill Stanfil 

1973 — Bill Stanfill 

1974 — BILL STANFILL 

1983 — DOUG BETTERS 

1990 — Jeff Cross « 

2000 — TRACE ARMSTRONG, 
JASON TAYLOR 


2006 — ZACH THOMAS 
2008 — JOEY PORTER 


GORNERBACKS 


1999 — SAM MADISON 

2000 — SAM MADISON 

2001 — SAM MADISON 

2002 — Sam Madison, PATRICK SURTAIN 
2003 — PATRICK SURTAIN 

2004 — Patrick Surtain 


SAFETIES 


1971 — Jake Scott 

1972 — Dick Anderson, JAKE SCOTT 
1973 — DICK ANDERSON, JAKE SCOTT 
1974 — DICK ANDERSON, Jake Scott 
1975 — JAKE SCOTT 

1979 —Tim Foley 

2000 — Brock Marion 

2002 — Brock Marion 

2003 — BROCK MARION 

2009 — Yeremiah Bell 


PUNTERS. 


1984 — Reggie Roby 
1989 — Reggie Roby 


1973 — Garo Yepremian 
1978 — Garo Yepremian 
4999 — Olindo Mare 
2009 — Dan Carpenter 


SPECIAL TEAMS. 
+ 2000 — Larry Izzo 


2002 — JASON TAYLOR 

2003 — ADEWALE OGUNLEYE 
2004 — JASON TAYLOR 

2005 — JASON TAYLOR 
2006 — JASON TAYLOR 

2007 — Jason Taylor 


DEFENSIVE/NOSE TAGKLES: 


1979 — BOB BAUMHOWER 
1981 — BOB BAUMHOWER 
1982 — Bob Baumhower 
1983 — BOB BAUMHOWER 
1984 — Bob Baumhower 
1988 — Brian Sochia 

1998 — TIM BOWENS 
2002 — Tim Bowens 


LINEBACKERS. 


1972 — Nick Buoniconti 
1973 — Nick Buoniconti 
1979 — kim Bokamper 
1984 — AJ. Duhe 

1986 — JOHN OFFERDAHL 
1987 — John-Offerdahl 
1988 — JOHN OFFERDAHL 
1989 — JOHN OFFERDAHL 
1990 — JOHN OFFERDAHL 
1992— BRYANGOX 
1994 — Bryan Cox 

1995 — Bryan Cox 

1999 — ZACH THOMAS 
2000 — Zach Thomas 

2001 — Zach Thomas 

2002 — ZACH THOMAS 
2003 — ZACH THOMAS 
2005 — Zach Thomas 


THE SHOPS AT PEMBROKE GARDENS , 
S.E. CORNER I-75 & PINES BLVD 


14538 S.W. 5TH STREET 
PEMBROKE PINES, FL (954) 435-9900 


3600 WEST COMMERCIAL BLVD. 
FT. LAUDERDALE, FL (954) 485-6262 


6280 NORTH FEDERAL HWY. 
FT. LAUDERDALE, FL (954) 491-8702 


www.bevjewelers.com 
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XFINITY 
nternet 2g0 


Now available! 


Get the Internet 


Stay connected wie hen mye 


a 


; : 
| Get XFINITY Internet 2g0 


(sao. 


Offer expires 1/31/2011, Limited to Internet 2go Nationwide (3G) service. Not avail 
to change. Nationwide (3G): includes 2 GB or 4GB of 3G wireless data usage, depend 
for additional charge. Equipment, installation, activation, taxes, and ot other fees s extra. 


Coverage areas between 4G and 3G vary. Roaming charges apply. Call for restrictions 
Ba 
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— LB CAMERON WAKE 


“After this year it’s kind of wait and see. 
If someone wants me and they can 
convince me to do this one more year, A “Nobody up here likes Miami, let's be honest. Nobody does. It’s 
I definitely would be open to the opportuni- = cen that way before | got here and it will be that way when | 
ty, but if not, 'm happy with what I've been leave. These two teams don’t like each other.” 
able to accomplish in my career.” — Buffalo head coach CHAN GAILEY 


e — RB RICKY WILLIAMS on his future 
“tt definitely reinforces why guys are on defense and why some guys 


are on offense. We've got true defensive players.” 
— Defensive coordinator MIKE NOLAN 


“Fundamentals are my biggest point 


of pride. | go out every single day on the Dolphins cornerbacks dropping potential interceptions 
in practice to try to be perfect. I’m é 
never satisfied with where I'm at.” “It’s one of those things you don’t think is going to happen to you. |'ll 
— T JAKE LONG ; definitely look at everything differently, now.” é . 
after being named — Newly signed WR Kevin Curtis on surviving a cancer scare 


to the USA Football/NFLPA 
All-Fundamentals Team 


“im all out. 
The candy store 
is closed. 


— Coach TONY SPARANO on whether he had 
something new to unveil in the last couple of 
games of the season 


“lve literally done this my whole 
life. I’ve never had a job. This is all 
I’ve ever known, really. Even 
though | have a degree and was 
pretty successful academically, 
this has been my life.” 

— QB CHAD PENNINGTON 


on the possibility - 
that his playing career is over 


The Perfect Holiday Gift ... 
The Dolphin Digest Swimsuit.Issue 


Ready to mail, the Dolphin Digest Swimsuit Issue is a gorgeous high-end magazine filled with amazing 


photographs of The Dolphins Cheerleaders on location at Casa de Campo in the Dominican Republic. 


Put a smile on someone's face. ORDER TODAY! 


With postage and handling, the total price is JUST $8.95! 


Call 1-800-334-4005 or send a check to: Dolphin Digest, P.O. Box 526600, Miami, FL 33152 
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@ is Forever. 


TOSTADO Y MOLIDO PARA EL GUSTO HISPAN) 


CAFEX 
BUSTELC 


Cafe Espresso 


SIEMPRE FRESCO, 
PURO Y AROMATICO COMO NINGUNO 


ENVASADO AL VACIO- 100°2 CAFE PURO 


PESO NETO 10 OZ. (2839) 


through the ea 


placekicker 
6-2 220 
11/25/85 age: 25 


>: university of montana 


»» third season 


Orange Drive South Beach Festival 
December 31= January 2 
Ocean Drive between 10th and 13th Streets 


City of Fort Lauderdale Orange Bowl Downtown Countdown 
December 319% = 
Along.SW 2nd Street from S SW 2nd to 4th ‘Avenues: 


3:00 PM — 3:00/aM a 7 
Pa ae . 5 
MG oS é 
& ® 
@ ~o ya? a 
= % 


Pe Mee 


az: 
“Performing ‘. 


LO . 


PAVING THE WAY — Brandon Marshall's key block helped spring Ronnie Brown for a 6-yard touchdown run in the sec- 
ond quarter. je 


it Photo/GARY I. ROTHSTEIN 
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After playing from behind all game, the Dolphins 
had two chances to tie the game in the fourth quarter, 
but Dan Carpenter missed a 48-yard field goal attempt 
and the offense then only gained 15 yards after getting 
the ball back at its 20 with 41 seconds left. 
TURNING POINT; 

The Dolphins appeared to be in great shape to tie the 
game or maybe even win it when they had a first-and- 
10 at the Buffalo 31-yard line with 2:34 left. But they 
could only gain 1 yard on the next three plays before 
Carpentet pushed his 48-yard attempt wide right. 
4ILWAS OVER WHEN; 

With the ball at their own 20 with 41 seconds left, 
it seemed the Dolphins had plenty of time to get into 
field goal position, but Davone Bess and Ricky 
Williams were tackled in hounds after two short recep- 
tions and that left Miami with only 5 seconds left. 
WORTH NOTING: 

Rookie wide receiver Marlon Moore was replaced in 
the lineup by newcomer Kevin Curtis and was among 
the Dolphins inactives. ... Benny Sapp joined former 
Dolphins cornerback Jason Allen as the only players 
with more than one interception for Miami this season, 

1 


-STALTHAT STANDS OUT; 
None of Chad Henne's 24 completions 
to his wide receivers or tight ends went for 
more than 16 yards. His longest completion 
was a 23-yarder to Ricky Williams. 


QUARTERBACKS: C 


Chad Henne wound up with a respectable 85.9 passer rating, but he showed poor decision-making on the last drive 


Benny Sapp tried an ill-advised lateral to Vontae Davis after intercepting a pass in the sec- 
ond quarter, but Sapp was able to recover the loose ball after it wound up on the ground. 


Digest Photos/GARY |, ROTHSTEIN. 


RUNNING BACKS: C+ 


Brown scored Miami’ first touchdown and Williams was a factor in the passing gante, but not enough production 


RECEIVERS: B- 


Brandon Marshall and Davone Bess combined for 20 catches, but both averaged under 10 yards; there were no drops 


OFFENSIVE LINE: C- 


The Dolphins averaged only 3.4 yards per rush against a poor run defense; Henne was sacked three times 


DEFENSIVE LINE: A- 


Another good showing in run defense; Tony McDaniel and Paul Soliai were the lead guys up front 


LINEBACKERS: B- 


Koa Misi had a big game; Karlos Dansby had good coverage on Buffalo’ first touchdown but didn't make the play 


DEFENSIVE BACKS: B- 


Benny Sapp had an interception in the second quarter; the Dolphins gave up four completions of 20 yards or more 


SPECIAL TEAMS: D+ 


Dan Carpenter had a rare off day, although his four misses were from long range; Miami gave up a 34-yard punt return 
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SS Ye I: “It's very frustrating. It's sick- 

ening 5 the stomach. You come into a game, 

you know what you need to accomplish and 

then you go out, you don’t make plays, and 

you just let it slip by. We all knew what was at 

stake today and we all just didn’t make 

enough plays.” 

CB Vontae Davis: “You 

can't let a team like 

Buffalo, a team like 

Cleveland, stick 

around. We put it 

on ourselves when 

you let it come 

down to the end.” 

RB Ronnie Brown on 

Brandon Marshall (19) got the the end of the playoff 

Dolphins within three points with hopes: “Siill work, stil gota 

his fourth sea inecoe job to do. Gbviousyy, if you taave 

ean Caeser Ga Or RK one sense of pride, you've got a reason to 
Play this game hard and at a high level. 

Hopefully everybody takes that approach.” 


Digest Photos/RICHARD C. LEWIS 


Down 
Payment” 


ZA 
&) OVERDEL 
NEW 2011 LEXUS | = NEW 2010 LEXUS = ? NEW 2011 LEXUS 


IS 250 ee HS 250h Ga ES 350 


MSRP $35,705 = With Navigation, Parking Assist, MSRP $38,581 
(48 months) ront/Backup monitor. = ey : (48 months) 

36 months) 
MSRP $4201 


Announcing The Lexus December to Remember 


$1000 LOYALTY DISCOUNT 
FOR CURRENT LEXUS OWNERS. 


Tobe used towards the purchase or lease of anew 20! Lenys or 22010 HS250h through Lexus Financial Services Vehicle mus 
Cen ee ea eae ental; Poa ake al debra oy OVO He 


5350 W. Sample Road * Margate ° 1-800-731-8718 * JMLexus.com 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO 
Graham Howland 
1* Prize Winner 


| __ Badia Jerk Championship - Nov. 14,2010 “®) 


Jerk n’ Skirt 
INGREDIENTS | DIRECTIONS 
4b. skirt steak This recipe can be made over the stovetop, preferably with a cast,iron skillet - 


Badia Jerk Seasoning 

Badia Curry Powder 

Badia Cracked Black Pepper 

Badia Crushed Red Pepper 

Badia Garlic 

Badia Chimichurri 

Badia Smoked Paprika 

Badia Sea Salt 

Badia Garlic & Parsley Spread 

‘3 fresh limes 

1 cup soy sauce 

~ 1 cup Badia Extra Virgin Olive Oil 
2 fresh red bell peppers 
2 whole onions 

2 sweet potatoes 


Lie. 4 bunch fresh cilantro 
a 


a 


ina well-ventilated area, or on a grill — it’s great for tailgating. 


Marinate skirt steak in fresh lime juice, 

Badia Ground Black Pepper and soy sauce. 

Dust both sides of the portioned skirt steak with Fi 

Badia Jerk Seasoning and Curry Powder. ist Pp, 
Place on grill or in a smokin’ hot skillet 
pre-heated with a little Badia Virgin 
Olive Oil. Blacken both sides. If you desire 
your steak well done, place it in the oven 
for a few more minutes. When ready, 

slice it thin across the grain antf serve 
with Badia Chimichurri. Garnish 
with roasted peppers, onions 
and slices of sweet potatoes. 
Party on M’on! 


To see more jerk recipes visit: 


www.badiaspices.com/jerk 


Nov. 204 


mad dog's TAKE 
Baffling pattern continues 


It remains a mystery why the Dolphins always follow a good 


performance with a disappointing effort 


The Bulfalo game was obviously a huge disap- 
pointment as once again, for the sixth time this year, 
you are sitting in a losing locker room. 

The only difference is you played a really bad foot- 
ball team in the Buffalo Bills. The Dolphins came into 
ufis game with all the motivation. Technically they 
were still alive for a playoff berth but really playing 
for a respectable record, which is worthy, and you're 
playing a three-win team 

And, once again, except for late in the game, the 
Dolphins offense was invisible. And I don’t know if 
its blitz pick-up. 1 don't know if we have our blitz 
schemes down. I don’t know if Chad Henne is not 
getting us into and out of the right plays. But teams 
blitz us and we just seem to become unglued. 

It looked like there was a glimmer of hope at the 
end of the game. Third-to-last possession. Chad 
Henne puts together an 11-play, 77-yard drive, going 
8-for-8 on the drive, cuts the lead to three points and 
hg'’s smoking. He’ got a hot hand 

The defense does its job — shuts down the Bills, 
gets the ball back for their offense. Now you've got 
the football back and a hot quarterback and the table 
is set. Four minutes and change left, you drive down 
the field and win the game. 

He then drives the length of the field and then — 
I'm doing the math here — it’s second-and-10 on the 
Buffalo 30, and you put the Wildcat in. And you're 
going, “This is a cruel joke.” 

You're thinking they're not playing this game just 
to kick a 48-yard field goal and tie it, are they? 

Ronnie Brown then gets stuffed, the next play is an 
incomplete short pass and there you are, asking Dan 
Carpenter, on a day where your kicker is struggling 
terribly and cold as ice, to go out there and try the +8- 
yarder to tie it. As opposed to playing to win the dog- 


gone game. 


MAD 


Steaks - Chops : Seafood 


SINCE 


MM 83 
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Brandon Marshall flings the ball in despera- 
tion after catching a short pass on the last 
play of the game. 


Digest Photo/GARY |. ROTHSTEIN 


And then, the entire day fittingly gets wrapped up 
on that last possession when we got the ball back 
with 41 seconds left. And on the sidelines prior to 
going out on the field, you should have three plays 


The plays have to be driven; big chunks of yards is 
what you need. Instead, you throw some dink under- 
neath pass to Davone Bess for a lousy 8 yards in the 
middle of the field, guaranteeing you 
get the clock stopped. Then Ricky Williams can't get 
out of bounds and the next thing you know you're 
down to 5 seconds and you've got to try some wacky 
play and the game's over. That last drive was a fitting 
summary to a day that just went completely awry 

And this winning on the road and losing at home 
continues to be befuddling beyond anything we can 


not going to 


figure out. 

Great win on the road at Oakland followed by a 
clunker at home to Cleveland. Then, even theugh it 
was hardly pretty, they go to New York and beat the 
Jets and any time you beat the Jets in their place 
that’s got to be confidence-building. And you thought 
e off it and 


again they would come in here and lev 
have a good performance, and they just did not. 

And if 'm in management or ownership shoes, | 
become genuinely concerned about the entertainment 
value of these games. As far as entertainment value is 
concemed, there hasn't been much in a lot of these home 
games. They've been big disappointments, especially of 
late. And that kind of sums up the last few weeks 

Where to from here? Well, I'm going to go out on 
a limb and predict that this team has been mathemat- 
ically eliminated from any postseason consideration. 
so now you go out there and play for pride. You play 
for your career and the longevity of your career, you 
know alll of those clichés that teams that aren't having 
success throw out at this time of year. 

If you're a coaching staff, you, too, are being 
judged. By the owner Steve Ross and the guys that 
run the club. And if you are coaches, you are playing 
these last two weeks to validate that you should be 
entrusted with this team. 


Steaks-Chops-Seafood 


ISLAMORADA 


IN THE FLORIDA KEYS 


G'S 


1962 


PHONE 


(305) 664-3391 
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The only thing more important than winning, is saving. 


See how much you could save on car insurance today. 


GEICO proudly supports the Miami Dolphins. 


GEICO. 1-800-947- pe 


geico.com 


= GEICO General Inst 


mpi ice Co. * GEICO Indemnity Co.» GEICO. 
igo aie ran Gace 


SHOW OF STRENGTH — Linebacker Cameron Wake celebrates after his sack on fourth down clinched the Dolphins’ vic- 
tory at Meadowlands Stadium. ‘ 


December 31, 2010 Dol 


The Dolphins turned two first-quarter Jets turnovers 
into 10 points, then made it stand up thanks to a 
tremendous defensive effort and a superb performance 
by punter Brandon Fields. 
TURNING POINT; 
The Dolphins were leading 10-0 in the second quar- 
ter when Jets wide receiver Santonio Holmes got free in 
the end zone for what looked like an easy touchdown. 
But Holmes dropped Mark Sanchez’ third-down pass 
and the Jets were forced to settle for a field goal. The 
play ultimately proved the difference in the game. 
ITLWAS OVER WHEN: 
The Jets had one last chance after taking over at 
their 25 with 2:16 left and moved to their 47 before 
the Dolphins ended their drive with two sacks on the 
last three plays. 
WORTH NOTING: 
Jeron Mastrud made his first NFL start when the 
Dolphins opened in a two-tight end set. ... The 
Dolphins produced only one play longer than 10 
yards, a 28-yard completion from Chad Henne to 
Anthony Fasano. ... The Dolphins set a new season 
high with six sacks. ... The Dolphins stopped the Jets 
on all tree of their fourth-down attempts. 
-STALTHAT STANDS OUT: _ 
The Dolphins were able tq win despite 
gaining only 7 yards on their last five pos- 
sessions (not including two Chad Henne 


only touchdown of the game. 


Wide receiver Brandon Marshall returned to the lineup against the Jets and scored the 


\ 


kneel-downs). 


QUARTERBACKS: D+ 


The conditions were tough and Chad Henne threw some balls away, but still ... 5-for-18 just won't cut it 


RUNNING BACKS: C 


Ricky and Ronnie both averaged only 3.4 yards per rushing attempt; Lousaka Polite converted a third down 


RECEIVERS: C+ 


Brandon Marshall caught a touchdown pass, but also had a couple of drops; Fasano had a 28 


OFFENSIVE LINE: C- 


The Dolphins played without RT Vernon Carey and struggled up front; Henne was sacked five times 


DEFENSIVE LINE: A 


The Dolphins shut down the Jets running game and harassed Mark Sanchez throughout the game 


LINEBACKERS: A 


All four starters made big plays, including Koa Misi tackling Shonn Greene while being facemasked 


DEFENSIVE BACKS: B+ 


Nolan Carroll recorded his first career interception; Sean Smith was good in coverage but dropped two potential INTs 


SPECIAL TEAMS: A- 


P Brandon Fields was sensational; Dan Carpenter made his only field goal attempt; the return game produced little 


rd gain 
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Coach Tony Sparano: “Ve knew coming In 

here with this weather that it would 

those defensive types of football games. | 

just really impressed with what we did on tr 

down and the way those guys played.” 

WR Brandon Marshall: “Ve thought that if 

we got out in front of them, it 

takes something out of 

them. We are not 

going to call them 

front-runners, but 

we noticed that 

when you hit them 

in the mouth fast, 

they tend to be the 

ones geiting off the 

ground secord.” -« 

LB Karlos Dansby: “It was a 

must win and our defense built our 

confidence even more. We had a lot of swag- 
Kendall Langford forced a fumble when he sacked Mark Sanchez in the first quarter and the ger. We need to continue to try and play with 
turnover set up the Brandon Marshall touchdown. : that swagger and have fun out there.” 


SCORE A TOUCHDOWN WITH 
‘MANAGED PRINT SERVICES 


“Sharp Business Systems has been my Document Solutions teammate 
over the:past 11 years, SBS is a.champion when it comes to products 
‘and services. From innovative products to the latest in technology, 
Sharp Business Systems is my choice to run our offices. at Lotspeich. 9 


-Jim Mandich 
President, Lotspeich Co., Inc. 
Professional Sports Commentator 


A professional teammate to help manage your printer fleet. 


Don't get blindsided by the cost of everyday printing activity. When overlooked, it can make a significant impact on your company’s bottom-line. What's more, the 


a everyday management of your printer leet can take time away from your critical projects. Our Managed Print Services (MPS) Program allows you to focus on core business, 


objectives, while leaving the management of your print environment to us. Sharp Business Systems can help you do more with less” by helping to reduce print related 


expenses and increase productivity. 


Call us today to learn more about the benefits of an MPS Program at 305.558.2721 or 


WORK WITHOUT LIMITS 


SHARP BUSINESS SYSTEMS 


THE ONE THAT 
GOT AWAY 


Leave the rat race behind. Escape to 
Dominican Republic and spoil yourself 
with all play and no work. Your dream 
getaway is closer than you think. 


GoDominicanRepublic.com Dominican Republic as 
} Hasitall =< 


+ The Dolphins rushing defense is on a tear. Think 
about all the quality backs who have done nothing 
against this defense. 

* With a strong finish, Cameron Wake has a chance 
to break the team’ all-time single-season sack 
record, Enough said. 

* Linebacker Karlos Dansby hasn't made a lot of 
game-changing plays this season, but his consisten- 
cy has been outstanding. 

* Rookie linebacker Koa Misi is coming on strong late 
in the season and had a big game against the Bills. 

* Punter Brandon Fields had a game for the ages 
against the Jets. 


* Poor Brian Hartline. He was on his way to a pretty 
solid season before breaking a finger against 
Cleveland and landing on injured reserve. 

* Quarterback Chad Henne continues to struggle 
with his decision-making. His performance against 
the Jets was one of his poorest and he didn’t con- 
tribute enough big plays against the Bills. 

* The right side of the offensive line clearly struggles 
without Vernon Carey in the lineup. 

+ They are coming closer, but we're still waiting for a 
big play from the return game. 


* A 10-yard touchdown pass from Chad Henne to 
Brandon Marshall was the lone touchdown of the 


Jets game. 

* Cameron Wakes two fourth-quarter sacks ended 
the Jets’ final comeback attempt. 

+ Every time Brandon Fields punted the ball against 
the Jets. 

* As well as cornerback Sean Smith played, two or 
three drops of sure interceptions against the Jets 
could have led the Dolphins to a much easier 
win. 

* The Dolphins failed to score a touchdown on a 
late fourth-quarter drive against the Bills and then 
Dan Carpenter missed his fourth field goal of the 
game. 

* The Bills score a touchdown on a third-and-18 
play in the second quarter, a sign of things to 
come. 


The Dolphins run defense had another strong 
showing against Buffalo, one week after line- 
backer Cameron Wake harassed Jets quarter- 
back Mark Sanchez. 


. Given the recent struggles of Chad Henne, what are 
the Dolphins going to do long term at quarterback? 
Does Cameron Wake deserve serious considera- 
tion as NFL Defensive Player of the Year? 
3. Could this team’s most important offseason addi- 
tion have been defensive coordinator Mike Nolan? 
4. How will the Dolphins evaluate the play from this 
season of both Ronnie Brown and Ricky Williams? 
5, Who can possibly make sense out of losing six of 
the first seven at home? 


te! 
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The Dolphins (7-7) are mathematically out of the playoffs. How will they play over 
the final two games with little to play for? They finish the season with a home game 


season remains a possibility. 


_ against Detroit followed by an early January game in New Englene’ A winning 
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atn.y. jets 


BRANDON FIELDS 


punter 


Ivs not often that a punter can make 
a big difference in a game, but that’s just 
what Brandon Fields accomplished in 
the 10-6 victory over the Jets. 

Called upon 10 times on a day when 
the offense struggled, Fields responded 
with a brilliant 56.4-yard average and 
an equally impressive net average of 
49.6 yards. 

Fields was instrumental in helping 
the Dolphins make their early 10-0 lead 
hold up, as each of his last five punts 
was good for at least 56 yards. 


vs. buffalo 


BRANDON MARSHALL 


wide receiver 


Brandon Marshall had one of his 
most productive games of the season 
against Buffalo, catching 11 passes for 
106 yards and a touchdown 

For his efforts, Marshall is the EI 
Palacio Player of the Game. 

Also considered for El Palacio Player 
of the Game honors was rookie line- 
backer Koa Misi, who had a 
8-yard loss and another tackle for a loss 
on a running play, and defensive line- 
man Tony McDaniel, who had four 


ack for an 


tackles, including a sack. 
Fields is the El Palacio Player of the . * » 
Game. 

Others deserving mention include 
practically everybody on defense, start- 
ing with LB Karlos Dansby and NT 
Paul Soliai, 


° 
EI Palacio 

ee 

is right 
next door! 

21485 NW 27th Ave. 
Miami, FL 33056 
M 

THESE AMENITIES INCLUDED IN ALL GUEST ROOMS: 
Color TV with 8 HBO Channels, Coffee Maker with Com- 
plimentary Coffee, WI-FI Internet, Mini-Fridge, Microwave, 
Hair Dryer, Iron & Board, In-Room Safe. All Rooms are Non 
Smoking. All guests receive our complimentary 
continental breakfast. 


PLUS ALSO AVAILABLE: Pool Patio Whirlpool Rooms. 


+ Beautiful Pool - Basketball Courts « Miniature Golf Football Fan Discount 


DON'T Miss DRINK & FOOD (305)\621 5801 

THE PRE-GAME SPECIALS! : 

& POST-GAME eee View: usethiscode TAKING ADVANCE RESERVATIONS FOR 2010 HOME GAMES 
and save 

PARTIES IN... ofthe Stadium 4 + FREE Parking for Hotel Guests + Drink & Food Specials* 

6 GIANT 8 ft. Video Walls with surround sound! DDIO) Sonal SenuiceNiailabiet sao) 


the hammer acs Goldberg 


Stability is so important 


The Dolphins need to stay on track, win some at home 
and keep going to the theater ‘ 


A former Dolphins executive was assessing the 
current status of the organization and observed, “Say 
what you will about Joe Robbie, but he never forgot 
he was in the business of football.” 

As another season heads towards an early conclu- 
sion with empty seats becoming more common, the 
ugly truth is that our team is the only one in the state 
that has not been a contender this year. 

The game in New York was satisfying if you like 
the word “spoiler” and have a hate for the Jets. 

Reality is looking north at New England, where 
the perfect quarterback resides. Neither rain, nor 
sleet, nor snow interrupts his excellence, which has 
produced an uncanny run of double-digit touch- 
downs to no turnovers. 

Then there is our guy. 

Neither rain, nor sunshine can prevent the run of 
miscues, the picks in defeat, the 5-for-18 with wo 
fumbles in victory. 

While Bill Parcells was here, he and Jeff Ireland 
assemblegl a defense that can compete. 

But, as Bill has often said, there are still holes. 

The Patriots are not just about Tom Brady. Their 
young defense plays better every week. 

And they are weather-proof, as opposed to recent 
victims the Bears, who ate soft on offense for a team 
that calls Chicago home. 

Then there is the Miami offense. 

By far the least productive in its conference. 

This franchise is totally offensive at home to its 
paying customers, Orange Carpet and end zone 
nightclubs be damned. 

End zones are for saving touchdowns. 

The red zone at the Stadium Formally Known as 
Joe Robbie had become the dead zone. 

The road is a different story. 

This is the greatest road show since Hope and 
Crosby. The home field is hopeless. 


And if you're betting on the home team, you're 
likely to join the ranks of local foreclosures. 

Following last Sunday's 17-14 loss to the Bills, the 
Dolphins are now 1-22 in December in division 
games as favorites, not exactly a ticket to the playoffs! 

The Fins have not had stability since the Robbie- 
Shula years. 

You could always depend on Shulatorage ember 


.tass the franchise. 


, Then came the procession of coaches: Jimmy 
Johnson, Dave Wannstedt, Jim Bates, Nick Saban 
and Cam Cameron, accompanied by general man- 
agers Rick Spielman and Randy Mueller. 


The Dolphins continue to look for a successor 
for Dan Marino at quarterback. 
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I often wonder where this team would be if 
Wayne Huizenga had hired former Green Bay boss 
Ron Wolfe when he had the opportunity. 

Or if the Dolphins had gone ahead and signed 
Drew Brees rather than listening to the docs who 
said that the quarterback had a lame shoulder, 

That might have brought both stability and the 
needed sucessor to Dan Marino who would have 
kept the club at or near the top. 

Perhaps Stephen Ross came up with the proper, 
formula when he Bfought the team to New York a 
day early for a theater party to see “Lombardi.” 

The message must have got through. They won. 

Here's a suggestion: Let them screen “Knute 
Rockne, All-American.” . 

Follow up next week with “Any Given Sunday.” 

Who better to fire them up thari Al Pacino? 

The team needs more discipline on the field. 

__ Fewer penalties. 

They can't be calling needless timeouts, then fol- 
lowing with 12 men on the field two plays later. 

The reality is that this Dolphins team is pretty 
much on schedule. 

They were projected at 8.5 for the over/under on 
wins for the season. 

So this is what .500 teams look like 

Win some. Lose some. 

It just seems worse than it is because of the lousy 
performances under the sun. 

Fill some of the holes. Tighten up some areas. 
And transfer the road mentality to the home field 

Oh yeah. And take in some local theater. That's 
the ticket. 


lewh = 


architectural interior products 


Accessories, Biotech, Casegoods, Conference/Training, Education, Floors, Healthcare, Seating, Systems Furniture, Al Walls 


Broward Showroom 


and-Corporate Office 
3501 Commerce Parkway 


Miramar, FL 33025 
Phone: (954) 499-6677 
Fax: (954) 499-6678 


www.jcwhite.com + 


Palm Beach Showroom 


and Office 
7891 Central Industrial Drive 


Riviera Beach, FL 33404 
Phone: (561) 848-4982 
Fax: (561) 848-8219 
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Swimwear by: Aguaclara 


‘A \CASAdeCAMBO 
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FOLLOW THE 


AT HOME AND ON THE ROAD WITH 
OFFICIAL TICKET & HOTEL PACKAGES 


PREMIERE 
SPORTS TRAVEL 


THE OFFICIAL MIAMI DOLPHINS TRAVEL PROVIDER 
A DIVISION OF PREMIERE GLOBAL SPORTS 


There is an air of expectation in South Florida 
once more, as your Miami Dolphins are back in 
action! Revel in the excitement and travel with 
other Finatics to any game on the schedule 
with a travel package from Premiere Sports 
Travel, the Official Travel Provider of the Miami 
Dolphins. Tickets, hotel, souvenirs aah more 


are all just one easy click or call away! 


Log on to 


SPORTSTRAVEL.COM/DOLPHINS 
or call 800.924.9993 


This issue featuring: 


Chris Clemons 


Free safety Chris Clemons came into the league last 
year as an unheralded fifth-round draft pick out of 
Clemson. After sitting behind veteran Gibril Wilson and 
seeing most of his time on special times as a rookie, the 
native of Arcadia, Fla., was given more responsibility in 
the offseason. 

Alter Wilson was released, Coach Tony Sparano and 
new defensive coordinator Mike Nolan saw something in 
Clemons that made them believe he could handle a start- 


ing role. He has rewarded them by holding his own in a 
young secondary as a sure tackler and a speedy cover guy 

Clemons talked about how far he has come in his first 
full season as a starter, what he feels he needs to work on 
the most, how much veteran strong salety Yeremiah Bell 
has helped him and what it has been like playing for the 
team he grew up watching, among other things, with 
Digest correspondent Andy Kent in this edition of First- 
and-10. 


Coming from last year it was a 
whole new learning experience. | 
think I picked up pretty good 
and I think I've improved every 
week. Is becoming easier and 
easier every week. 


Is there one moment 
2 from your season that 
5 most vivid in 
1d 


remair 


I would have to say-my 
first career interception 
(against. the Oakland 

\ Raiders) because it 
} my first. When he (Bruce 
Gradkowski) threw the deep 

ball I didn’t think he was going 
to throw it, so it was a surprise 
and it played perfectly into our 
hands because we got pressure 
and Vontae (Davis) knew he 
had over the top. 
Everybody was doing their 


was 


me 


I'm my own 
toughest critic, so 

Td say I need to 

work on me going to 
get the ball. Sometimes 

1 dont really attack the 
ball like I'm supposed 
to, so I try to work on 
that every day and I try 
to get it in my mind that 
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I've got to go get the ball and come down with it or 


knock it away. 


e faced some x¢ yua 
this seasor as the 
nost difficult to figure out wh 


| wouldn't say any,of them have really been diffi- 
cult to figure that out because if we disguise in the 
back end it'll really mess up a quarterback, so each 
week we pride ourselves on disguising and messing 
up the quarterback. They're all good quarterbac! 
Favre, Rodgers, Brady — but a good disguise will 
mess up any quarterback, 


5 | 


will Chris Clemons be 


and the se afte’ once 


Oh man. I can't even explain what next year's 
going to bring. The missed opportunities that I had 
this year definitely will not happen next year, and if | 
get the opportunity again 1 can’t let it happen this 
year over the remainder of the season 


I like to relax and chill with my friends, but peo= 
ple who don't know me they may think that I'm quiet 
because they don't really know me. But once you get 
to know me I think | talk a whole lot. I don't open up 
to just anybody like that, I have to get to know some- 
one. | like to bowl a little bit. P'm riot the'best bowler 
but I like to bowl a little bit. That relaxes my mind, 
along with playing video games online with my 
friends. . 


He’ helped me a whole lot. He just took me under 
his wing, from film study to the field. If Thave a ques- 
tion, I can ask the coach, but I ask him first because 


Bell helpe 


See CLEMONS, next page 
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CLEMONS, from pt 


I know he probably knows from being in the league 
so long and from his experience alone. 


How do you deal with the pt 
being the last line of def 


I don't really see it as that much pressure. As the 
season first started I'm used to just trying to lay 
someone out and I just had to figure out that I can’t 
do that being the last line of defense. I've just got to 
get him down by any means necessary. 


9 What's playing for the 
grew up rooting for in Ar 


Its just like I’m at home right now. I've got family 
here and I'm close to my hometown, so its just like 
I'm home. Growing up I just really wanted to play in 
the NFL and I always said 1 was going to do that and 
I guess nobody really believed me, but I put my mind 
to it. 


1 0 What will fi 
Chris Clemons 


That's a long way off right now but I want to have 
a family and | want to be around the game still. I 
want to be a coach or something to where I can be 
around the game because I love the game. 


you 


football be like for 
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,000 cars and trucks. 
13 major brands. 
All in one place. Marooneco. 


Maroone has 30 showrooms in South Florida, 


representing every major automotive brand. 


From domestic, to import, to luxury, you're sure to find 


the vehicle you want at a price you need. 


\ 


a 


Cadillac Ford Mercedes-Benz Scion 
Maroone Cadillac Maroone Ford of Delray Mercedes-Benz of Delray Dan Marino 
Chevrolet Maraone Ford of Fort Lauderdale Mercedes-Benz of Ft. Lauderdale Maroone Scion scokesperson 
faroone Ford of Margate Mercedes-Benz of Mi 
Mecoone: Cheyrotet ot Delray Maroone Ford of Miami Mercedes-Benz of Pembroke Pines overs 
voor eee a ae Lauderdale Honda Mercedes-Benz of Pompano Maroone Toyota 
ig VCOIEH OL Green ac es. Maroone Honda of Hollywood Nissan 
Maroone Chevrolet of Miami Maroone Honda of Miami Marcone Mlssahrot Delray Volkswagen 
Masacn chevy eh penbcke Pines Land Rover Maroone Nissan of Ft. Lauderdale Maroone ValisWiagan 
faroone Chevrolet of West Dade Land Rover Fort Lauderdale Maroone Nissan of Kendall 
Dodge ; Lexus Maroone Nissan of Miami Walvo 
Maroone Dodge of Pembroke Pines Lexus of Palm Beach Maroone Nissan of Pembroke Pines Maroone Volvo 


We're Maroonec. We're AutoNationo. We're changing everything. 
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(listed numerically by position: as ot Deo. 1.9) 


QUARTERBACKS __ DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


NO. NAME A , COLLEGE Kendall Langford 
i Tony McDaniel 
: Michi 
7 Chad Henne ichigan en, 


16 Tyler Thigpen - Coastal Carolina Randy Starks 
Chris Baker 


RUNNING BACKS - Paul Soli 
23 Ronnie Brown : Auburn” a ta) 
26 Lex Hilliard - Montana LINEBACKERS 


34 Ricky Willams 5 Texas 


38 Patrick Cobbs North Texas 51 Tim Dobbins 


52 Channing Crowder 
-EULLBACK 53 Austin Spitier 
; 55 Koa Misi 
36 Lousaka Polte Pittsburgh 58 Karlos Dansby 
59 Ikaika Alama-Francis 


WIDE RECEIVERS - 91 Cameron Wake 


i Fresno State 93 Quentin Moses 
15 Davone Bess Hawaii CORNERBACKS 
18 Roberto Wallace 5 San Diego State = ; 


19 Brandon Marshall : Central Florida 21 Vontae Davis 
83 Kevin Curtis -( . Utah State 24 Sean Smith 
27 Benny Sapp 


28 Nolan Carroll 
TIGHT ENDS - - : 32 Nite Ness 


80 Anthony Fasano 6-4 Notre Dame 
81 Dedrick Epps 63 Miami (Fla.) . SAFE ES 
86 Mickey Shuler 6-4 Penn State 20 Reshad Jones 


88 Jeron Mastrud 6-6 e Kansas State 29 Tyrone Culver 
20 Chris Clemons 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 8? Yererish Bet 


40 Jonattion Amaya 
61 Matt Kopa Stanford 
67 Joe Berger. Michigan Tech -KICKER 
68 Richie Incognito Nebraska 5 Dan Carpenter 
69 Ray Feinga i BYU 
73 Eric Ghiaciuc Central Michigan PUNTER 
74 John Jery i Mississippi 2 Brandon Fields 
76 - Lydon Murtha i Nebraska, 3 
77 Jake Long ; Vierign _*-LONG-SNAPPER 
79 Pat McQuistan ( Weber State 92 John Denney 


14 Marlon Moore 


Hold the line. 


Call, click, or visit your nearby State Farm® agent for your insurance needs, and 
see how it feels to be on a #1 team. 


Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there® 


1001060 State Farm, Bloomington, IL 
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Utah 
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Penn State 
Georgia 
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Arizona 


Georgia 
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Share the Best. SNYDERS 


Big sourdough crunch. Generous heart-shaped twist. 
Fat-free yet full of hearty flavor. At Snyder’s of Hanover, 
we've been sharing our love of pretzels for generations. 

After all, the best things in life are made to be shared. 


snydersofhanover.com [HARD PRETZELS 
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VISION = SUCCESS 


 .. 


The Official Laser 
Vision Center of your 
Miami Dolphins 


MILLENNIUNY 


LASER EYE CENTERS 


GAME PLAN: NO INTEREST FOR UP TO 24 MONTHS 


CALL THE OFFICE OF CORY M. LESNER, MD FOR AFREE CONSULTATION 1.888.93.LASIK | WWW.HAVELASIK.COM 


By ALAIN POUPART ° Associate Editor 


Mark Sanchez took a beating when the Dolphins 
won at the new Meadowlands Stadium a couple of 
sundays ago — and in more ways than one 

He was battered by the Miami defense and then 
ripped in newspapers, and his coach even said 
afterward he thought about pulling him from the 
game. 

Not that anybody in Miami would ever feel much 
sympathy for the Jets’ starting quarterback, but the 
truth is that Sanchez got virtually no help from his 
running game that day. 

The Dolphins made sure of that. 

Future Hall of Famer LaDainian Tomlinson 
looked more like an undrafted rookie free agent 
while averaging a mere 2.6 yards per carry. Shonn 
Greene, last year’s playoff hero for the Jets, accom- 
plished even less, averaging 2.1 yards a pop. 

“Whatever they do, we just have to out-execute 
them, get to the ball, make tackles, wrap up and 
everybody get to the ball,” linebacker Karlos Dansby 
said after the game. “That's what we did today to stop 
the run, It didn't matter. They tried to run inside, 
they tried to run outside and they couldn't do it. We 
just take pride in trying to stop the run.” 

The Dolphins defense should feel very proud 
these days because they're not just trying to stop the 
run, they're stopping the run 

Big time. 

In fact, you'd be hard-pressed to find another team 
— outside of Pittsburgh, which should patent what it 
does to stop the run — that has played the kind of 
run defense the Dolphins have been playing 

It happened again in Sunday's loss to Buffalo. 

Before that and the Jets game, it was Oakland's 
Darren McFadden being stuffed to the tune of 2 yards 
on eight carries. Mind you, \this was the same 
McFadden who followed that performance by rush- 
ing for 97 and 123 yards the next two weeks. 

‘After stopping the elusive McFadden, the 
Dolphins then had to deal with the bruising Peyton 
Hillis of the Cleveland Browns. 

No problem. 

Hillis gained all of 57 yards, with a meager 3.2- 
yard average, against the Dolphins. Hillis had gained 
131 yards the week before facing Miami and gained 
108 yards the week after. 

Clearly, it wasn’t coincidence that McFadden and 
Hillis, as well as Tomlinson and Greene, couldn't do 
anything against the Dolphins. 

“I would like to think that our defenses are always 
offensive, meaning they're always attacking and play- 
ing defense on their own terms,” said Dolphins 
defensive coordinator Mike Nolan. “I think the last 
few weeks from a run defense standpoint I'd say 
there's been more of that. There's also been a lot more 
focus on it because those teams that we had to go 
play, that was their ticket and if we didn’t take care of 
that we were in for a long day.” 

On the contrary, it’s been opposing running games 
that have had long days against the Dolphins. And 
that’s been the case for most of the season. 


See RUN DEFENSE, page 46 


The lowest 
iper-carny) 
averages 
allowed 
by the 
Dolphins 
200838 
2008. 3.5 
1979 8:5 
j960 3.5 
2010 3.6 
1999 3.6 
1994 3.6 
jo3 36 
jos 36 
2005 
1996 
1992 
1977 
2002 
1998 
1980 
1970 
1973 
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“| would like to think that our defenses are always offensive, 
meaning they're always attacking and playing defense on 
their own terms.” 


— Defensive Coordinator Mike Nolan 
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Seasons when the 
Dolphins have held 


DOUBLE 


1994 89.4 
2003 90.8 
1999 92.3 
1998 94.4 
1996 96.0 
2010 96.6 
2002 «97.1 


opponents under 100 
yards rushing per game 


STOPPING THE STARS 


How some of the marquee running backs have 
fared against the Dolphins this season 


Ray Rice 22 


83 
Matt Forte 25 97 3.9 
Cedric Benson 20 69 3.5 
Peyton Hillis 18 57 3.2 
Darren McFadden 8 2 0.3 
Rashard Mendenhall 15 37 2.5 
LaDainian Tomlinson 19. 49 26 
Fred Jackson 15 36 24 
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RUN DEFE SE, from page 45 


Heading into the Week 15 games, the league aver- 
age was 4.21 per rushing attempt. The Dolphins have 
allowed an opponent to reach that figure only three 
times — Minnesota in Week 2, the Jets in Week 3 and 
Tennessee in Week 10. 

More impressively, six opponents were held 
under 3 yards per carry, starting with Buffalo in the 
opener and including the Bills again last Sunday. The 
Dolphins gave the Steelers a taste of their own,med- 
icine on Oct, 24 by holding them to only 2.1 yards 
per rush, and then there was the three-game stretch 
against Oakland, Cleveland and the Jets 

With two games left in the regular season, the 
Dolphins have a very good chance of holding oppo- 
nents to an average of under 100 yards rushing per 
game for the seventh time in franchise history and 
the first time since 2003. 

The Dolphins also should finish in the top 10 in 
rushing defense for the first time since 2006. The 
Dolphins are seventh in rushing yards allowed, 
although they're third in yards per carry given up 

The players most responsible for the success? 

Being that the Dolphins play a 3-4 scheme on 
defense, you have to start with the nose tackle. That 
would be Paul Soliai, who has proven quite a reve- 
lation since taking over for Randy Starks after Starks 
was moved back to defensive end in the aftermath of 


ENTER FOR A CHANCE TO 


Official Tailgate Towels Suite to watch the Miami Dolphins 


home game on December 26, 2010. 


You can enter once per day, and one winner is 
picked before each of the first Seven regular 
season home games! 


INO PURCHASE NECESSARY. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED AND OUTSIDE THE STATE OF FLORID 


AVAILABLE AT 


Publix 


Stop by your local Publix store for details. 


astetn Tine) on August 14, 2040 and wads 11159 pm, 


Each winner gets another pair of tickets to the VIVA\ 


FROM VIVA® TOWELS! 


ir chance to win, register at www.MiamiDolphins.com/Viva 


the injury sustained by first-round pick Jared 
Odrick : 

Linebacker Karlos Dansby, who has been terrific 
all season after joining the Dolphins as a highly cov- 
eted free agent, also has been a major contributor in 
the run defense. 

Cameron Wake has gained notoriety because of 
his sacks, but he’s also made more than his share of 
plays against the run. In fact, he leads the team with 
11.5 tackles for loss on running plays. 

Really, though, it’s been a total group effort for the 


Dolphins. 

And it has started up front with a group thats 
probably as deep as any the Dolphins have, even after 
the loss of Odrick. 

Maybe there's something to be said for the scheme, 
too. Alter all, the top five teams in terms of yards per 
rushing attempt allowed through Week 14 — 
Pittsburgh, the Jets, Miami, San Francisco and San 
Diego — play a 3-4 defense 

Whatever the reason, the Dolphins not only have 
at stopping the 


enjoyed their tremendous suc 
run, they!ve come to expect it 
That was pretty obvious from what Starks said 
after the Dolphins shut down McFadden 
“It’s not asurprise,” Starks said. “It's something we 
expect ourselves todo.” 


Games when the Dolphins had at least four tackles for 
loss (not including kneel-downs) on running plays 


4th, M. Forte 2 C. Wake 
4th M. Forte 1 K. Dansby 
ist C. Spiller 2 K. Misi 4th M. Forte 2 C, Wake 

2nd__C. Spiller 2 C. Wake 
4th C. Spiller 2 B. Sapp RE DAT BALTIMORE 
4th F. Jackson 1 P. Soliai at. Runner Lass Tackler 
E13 AL NEW YORK JETS : ist R. Rice 1 P. Soliai 
2nd —-L. McClain 1 K. Dansby 
Qt. Runner Loss Tackler 2nd W. McGahee { C. Wake 

1st L.Tomlinson 1 S. Smith rar 

ist. B. Smith 2 C. Wake 3rd sR. Rice 2 C. Clemons 
8rd S, Greene 1 P. Soliai 8rd W. McGahee 1 K, Dansby 
4th —_L. Tomlinson 3 Q. Moses 4th R. Rice 1 . Crowder 
4th —-R. Rice 3 C. Wake 

AMBIT AT OAKLAND 
UE PITTSBURGH 

1st D. McFadden 2 C. Wake 
1st D.McFadden- 3 Y. Bell 2nd =M. Moore 8 K. Dansby 
1st _D. McFadden 3 V. Davis/T. Dobbins 3rd R. Mendenhall 3 C. Wake 
2nd M. Reece 2 Team 3rd R. Mendenhall 2 P. Soliai 
3rd _D. McFadden 2 K. Misi 3rd R. Mendenahil 2 K. Dansby 
GAME TO cuicaco RE A 
Photo/DAVE CROSS/Miami Dolphins = 1st ~—« M. Forte 2 K. Langford 2nd M. Lynch 1 Y, Bell, P. Soliai 
4 1st C. Taylor 2 R. Jones 2nd = -M. Lynch 1 Q. Moses, Y, Bell 
Linebacker" Cameron’ Wake not only has’ ony ©, Taylor 1 T.MeDaniel  3rd_—_C. Spiller 4 J. Odrick 
reached double digits in sacks this season, = nq. Taylor 1 KrLangford 3rd C“Spiller “1 _C. Clemons, K. Misi 
but also in tackles for loss on running plays. 3rd M. Forte 2 C. Wake 4th — C. Spiller 1 C. Wake. K. Langford 


eS SIDELINE CLUB 


AND LOUNGE 


TAKE YOUR GAME DAY EXPERIENCE TO A NEW LEVEL. WITH YOUR 
FORD SIDELINE CLUB & LOUNGE ACCESS PASS YOU'LL ENJOY: 
@ ACCESS T9 THE DOLPHINS SIDELINE 
THE FORD SIDELINE CLUB LOUNGE ©) =~ 
VISITS FROM DOLPHINS ALUMNI 
@THE FREEDOM TO MOVE BETWE 
@THE ABILITY TO SHARE YOUR P; 
®@AND MUCH MORE! 


1.888.FINS.TIX - MIAMIDOLPHINS.COM/FORDSIDELINECLUB 
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_Strippers, Latex & Doilies? 


(we’re more than just paper) 


From floor strippers to latex gloves and paper doilies, we are the largest 
independent distributor of food service disposables, janitorial supplies/equipment 
and towel/tissue products to the Eastern United States. 


More than 15,000 products available for next day delivery. 


800 226 3233 ° dadepaper.com 


¢/3)'DadePaper  G=. cw) 


Environmerttally ~« ~ Value Focused 
Distinctive People * Distinctive Products * Distinctive Performance Conscious Products Products & Chemicals 


GET THE ONLINE VERSION 


Dolphin Digest: The Perfect Holiday Gi 


There is no better way to put a smile on the face of a 
a subscription to Dolphin Digest. We'll even send a gift card. & ‘ Digest ii 


Dol-Fan than by giving easy 
Zinlo.com 
Make a friend, family member or business associate think 


about you 12 times a year when they receive their Dolphin 
Digest. Can you think of a better way to spend just $39.95? [yi 


Call us today, 1-800-334-4005, Three easy ways to subscribe: 


and we'll make it happen. = 
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Times this season the Dolphins 
have been held to 15 points 


or less. Its the second-high- 7 — Franchise record for most road victories in a season, which 

est total in franchise history the Dolphins can match by beating New England on Jan. 2. 
behind the nine times in The Dolphins were 7-0 on the road in 1972 and 7-1 in 1984. 
1967. 


235 — Combined yards of offense for the Dolphins in their last 
~ two road games against the Jets, both of which they won. 


Total yards the Dolphins allowed against 
Buffalo, the sixth consecutive game 
Miami gave up less than 300 yards. It's 
the longest such streak since 1990. 


utive games Vernon Carey had 


> he sat out the Jets game 


M i a | y, 
ackus (158 through Dec. 19) and | 5 
Tennessee's Michael R 94). 


Davone Bess and Brandon Marshall have 
joined Mark Duper and Mark Clayton as 
the only pair of Dolphins teammates with 
at least 70 catches in the same season. 


| ooaee Vernon Carey became the seventh Dolphins player put on 6 —First downs against the Jets,,which 
injured reserve since the start of the 2010 season. He joined tied for lowest in franchise history. The 
Brian Hartline, Al Harris, Cory Procter, Chad Pennington, Deon 


Dolphins also had only six first downs 


f Anderson and Jared Odrick. : ‘ 5 
in a 23-3 loss at Buffalo in 1999. 


Ld + £ 
This was the score of new Dolphins wide receiver Kevin Curtis’ 7 
Wonderlic intelligence test at the 2003 scouting combine. It's 3 = (hesiiee: lost iuinblesiacalnst the:Jets 
believed to be the third-highest Wonderlic score in combine represented the Dolphins’ highest total 
history behind the perfect 50 scored by former Bengals since the 2009 opener at Atlanta. 
punter Pat Mcinally and a 49 posted by former Eagles 2 
defensive end Mike Mamula. 
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Official Green Partner of 
the Miami Dolphins. 


©2010 Waste Management, Inc. 


Environmental solutions can yield 
some surprisingly green results. 


Good things happen when you rethink your resources 
from the ground up. For our customers, this approach has 
already unearthed more than $60 million in found value. 


As North America’s leading environmental solutions 
company, Waste Management has the experience your 
business can rely on to get the most return from its 
assets — all while growing your bottom line. 


To learn more about how our unique ideas can maximize 


value while minimizing your environmental impact, 
visit ThinkGreen.com. 


4 C) 
WASTE MANAGEMENT 


" Think Green: 


( KARLOS DANSBY 


Photos by: RICHARD C. LEWIS, NANCY KERRIGAN, 
GARY |. ROTHSTEIN, DAVE CROSS. 
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Curtis makes his comeback 


It was only a few years ago that wide receiver Kevin Curtis was 
good enough to be given a six-year free agent contract worth 
$32 million. 

But after a knee injury and a cancer scare, Curtis is now 
starting over in the NFL and he’s doing so with the 
Dolphins. 

Curtis was signed to replace Brian Hartline, who was 
placed on injured reserve because of a finger injury. 

A third-round pick of the St. Louis Rams in 2003, 
Curtis set career highs of 77 catches for 1,110 yards and 
eight touchdowns in his first season after getting that big 
contract with the Philadelphia Eagles. 

Curtis was released by the Eagles this offseason after knee 
injuries hurt his production, but that was minor compared with being diagnosed 
over the summer with testicular cancer. 

Two months after Curtis underwent surgery, his agent announced that the 
receiver was ready to play again and he began working out for teams. He obvious- 
ly impressed the Dolphins and was in the lineup Sunday against the Bills, finish- 
ing with one catch for 6 yards and one rushing attempt for another 6 yards. 

“I really liked him coming out (of college),” said offensive coordinator Dan 
Henning. “I was at Carolina at the time and we took somebody else instead of him 
and it turned out to be a mistake. But this guy was quick, fast, caught the ball and 
showed that with the two teams he was with.” 


Publix. 


' 
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_ More new faces 


In addition to Curtis, the Dolphins 
also added to the active roster in recent 
weeks guard Ray Feinga and tight end 
Dedrick Epps. Both of them were pro- 
moted from the practice squad. 


Fundamentally sound 
Wide receiver Davone Bess and tackle 
Jake Long both were honored last week 
as members of the USA Football/NFLPA 
2010 All-Fundamentals Team. Bess was 
selected for catching the ball with his 
hands, while Long earned the nod for the 
way he uses his hands in pass protection. 
The team was selected by seven former 
players and NFL executives, among 
them longtifne Chiefs GM Carl Peterson. 


Under control 


penalty. 


Guard Richie Incognito came to 
the Dolphins this offseason with a 


Enter for Your 
Chance to Win 


2 Ultimate Grand Prize Winners 
Each winner will receive a trip for 2 to Boston to watch the 
Ham Dolphins vs. the New England Patriot on January 2,201. 
ania trip for 2 to Cape Cod, MA over the summer of 2011 


Visit the Cape Cod display at any local South Florida Publix 
for more details. 


Enter online at wom 


2 Uitimate First Prize Winners 
Each winner will receive a Miami Dolphins “Field Day” experience, 4 
lower lever tickets, 1 preferred parking pass, and 4 pre-game sideline 
‘passes, and participation in the field flag presentation during pre-game, 
24 Utimate Second Prize Winners 
‘There are 24 second prize winners, 3 for each regular season home 


‘game, Each winner receive 2 Miami Dolphins game tickets, 2 passes to 
Nat Moore's BBQ Bash, and 1 parking pass. Ss 


4 


reputation as a player who too often 
let his emotions get the best of him. 
So he must be pointed out that with 
only two games remaining in the 
2010 regular season, Incognito has 
yet to be called for a single personal 
foul or unsportsmanlike conduct 


Practice squad pick-ups 


Tackle James Marten, a third- 
round pick of the Dallas Cowboys in 
2007, was signed to the practice 
squad. The 6-foot-8, 310-pound 
product of Boston College has spent 
time with the Cowboys, Raiders and 
Bears since entering the NFL, but 
has only appeared in one game — 
with Oakland in 2008. Also signed to 

«the practice squad was wide r 
Patrick Carter, who played for the 
UFL’s Hartford Colonials, 
Tony Sparano Jr. is an assistant coach. 


where 
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Knee-jerk reaction 


In retrospect, the Dolphins deserve credit for the 
discretion they showed in the aftermath of the side- 
line incident in the Jets game. New York strength 
coach Sal Alosi ended up being suspended indefi- 
nitely by the Jets, but both comerback Nolan Carroll 
and Coach Tony Sparano resisted the temptation to 
blast Alosi. The strongest comment Sparano made 
about the incident was this: “I don’t like what hap- 
pened because a player could have gotten hurt.” 


Roast time 


Former Dolphins defensive lineman Manny 
Fernandez will get roasted on Jan. 12 at Jungle 
Island. Among those scheduled to appear and roast 
their former teammate are Hall of Famers Larry 
Little, Nick Buoniconti and Larry Csonka. For 
sponsorship and table opportunities, contact 
MTCEVENT@aol.com or co-chair Corinne 
Steinbauer at 305-661-7077. 


_ FREE 


Injury update 


Just about the only good news to come out 
of the Buffalo game is that the Dolphins 
seemed to emerge without additional injuries. 

That's a welcome sight after a two-week 
stretch where three players, including two 
starters, wound up being put on injured reserve 

Right tackle Vernon Carey was the last one 
to go on IR as he continued to battle a knee 
injury that had been bothering for a few weeks. 
Coach Tony Sparano said Jast week he wasn’t 
sure whether surgery would be necessary 

Before Carey, it was starti ide receiver 
Brian Hartline (finger) and backup comerback 
A\ Haris (hamstring) who went on IR. 

In the week leading up to the Buffalo game 

ery player on the active roster was a full par- 
ticipant in practice and no one was listed as 
worse than probable on the final pregame injury 
report. Garey was the only player who missed 
the Jets game because of an injury. 


-COMPANION AIRFARE* 


* MINISUM STAY AND RESTRICTIONS APPLY 


‘in the Tennessee game 


: yey! 


‘Pennington’s decision 


Chad Pennington is facing an important 
decision, but it might be a while 
before he makes it. 

Speaking to the media for 
the first time since sustain- 
‘ing another shoulder injury 


Noy. 14, Pennington said 
he would take his time 
before deciding between 
trying to make another 
comeback or retiring, 

Pennington’s options should 
he retire include broadcasting, coach- 
ing, or getting his master's degree. 

For now, Pennington continues to watch tape and 
work with the other quarterbacks on the roster. 

Pennington underwent his fourth shoulder surgery 
a couple of weeks ago. 

“I thought the third one was the charm but not for 
me,” said Pennington, who stressed that once his 
decision is made, it will be final. “There's no doubt | 
could come back. 1 gan come-back but I'm going to 
have to weigh whether or not I would be a liability or 


\_ an asset. That's important to me. | can only step out 


on the field if I feel like 1 can help.” 
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DOLPRING(; EXPRESS 


CATCH THE DOLPHINS EXPRESS TO SUN LIFE STADIUM! 


DOLPHINS ¢ » 


ea 


Finatics, getting to Sun Life Stadium is half the fun, 
especially on board the Dolphins Express. Take your 
gameday experience on the road with fellow Finatics, 
and leave the driving and parking to us. 


Take the Dolphins Express from West Palm Beach, 
‘Treasure Coast or Southwest Florida. 


4: Sun Life 


For more information or tickets, call 1-888-FINS-BUS WE STADIUM 


or go to DolphinsExpress.com. 


WHFYS = seavaw 


SPORTS GRILL 


like Ndamukong Suh, Eric Berry, Joe 
Haden, Rob Gronkowski and Mike 
Williams quickly coming to mind. = 

The Dolphins haven't had that kind of splash from 
any of their draft picks, but that doesn't mean that the 
Class of 2010 hasn't contributed. 

On the contrary, five of the eight Dolphins draft 
picks have played various roles this season, and that 
number would be seven if not for injuries that 
knocked Jared Odrick and AJ. Edds out of action. 

The biggest help has come on defense, which isn’t 
surprising considering seven of the eight picks came 
on that side of the ball. 

We take a look back at the Dolphins’ 2010 draft 


handful of rookies around the league have 
A made major impacts in 2010, with names 


Despite the disappointing injury 
to first-round pick Jared Odrick, 
the Dolphins still have gotten 
significant contributions from 
the draft class of 2010 


By ALAIN POUPART e Associate Editor 


and examine the progress of each of those eight play- - 
ers. 


ROUND 1: JARED ODRICK 


defensive end, penn state 


Selected at 28th, overall after the Dolphins traded 
with San Diego to move down and pick up an addi- 
tional second-round pick — to replace the one they 
had sent to Denver in the Brandon Marshall trade — 
Odrick was never considered a “sexy” selection. 

It had nothing to do with Odrick’s potential, but 
rather the position he plays. A 4-3 defensive tackle at 
Penn State, Odrick was drafted to play end in a 3-4. 


See ROOKIES, page 56 
Photo/NANCY KERRIGAN/Miami Dolphins 
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ROOKIES, from page 55 


Its a position that calls for a lot of dirty work and 
few opportunities for highlight plays. 

After a slow start in training camp, Odrick really 
started coming on late in the preseason and had a 
good outing in the opener at Buffalo after winning a 
starting job on the defensive line. 

But he also was injured in that game, and he 
would never play another down this season. 

Odrick’s rookie year pretty much was a wash, but 
he chose to take a philosophical approach. 

More than anything, I wanted to come in here and, 
number one, just play football,” he said. “Number 
two, I wanted to establish myself with the team, my 
teammates, in the conference and the league. Of 
course, your first year you want to do everything right, 
but I don't know many people that have achieved a lot 
of things without going through stuff like this or going 
through trials and tribulations, so I’m taking it as that, 

“T think later in life Pll look back at it as a tribute to 
just going through what I had to go through to get to 
where I want to be, which is to bea great defensive end.” 


ROUND 2: KOA M 
outside linebacker, utah 


Like Odrick, Misi was asked to make a position 
switch, this one from college defensive end to outside 
linebacker. It wasn’t a major transition, though, because 

j 


a 


Photo/DAVE CROSS/Miami Dolphins 


Misi had lined up as a linebacker at times in college 
Misi has started at sttongside linebacker all season 
and he’ turned in a more than respectable perform- 
ance. : 
While he might not have the sack numbers 3-4 


teams are looking for from their outside linebackers, 
Misi does rank second on the team behind Cameron 
Wake in both sacks and quarterback hits. Misi also 
has scored the Dolphins’ only defensive touchdown 
that coming when he recovered a fumble in the end 
zone in the Week 2 victory at Minnesota 

After a lull in the middle of the season, Misi has 
come on of late, and he was particularly impressive in 
the last two games against the Jets and Buffalo. 

One play that stood out came in the Jets game 
when he brought down running back Shonn Greene 
while an offensive lineman was twisting his head 


alter grabbing his facemask. 

“1 think Koa was having fun (that day),” said 
Coach Tony Sparano. “He had a good look about him 
in pre-game and had a really good look about him out 
there during the game. He flew around pretty good 
and played hard.” 


ROUND 3 


offensive lineman, mississippi 


ason for the 


It has “Been ‘quite an “eventful 
younger brother of 2009 Atlanta Falcons first-round 
pick Peria Jerry. 

There have been ups and downs, no question, but 
it’s also clear this is a guy with a tremendous amount 
of potential. 


Jerry started the first two games at right guard after 
winning the job in training camp, but then was forced 
to miss four games alter coming down with a myste- 
rious illness that caused him to lose some weight. 

Then it was back to the starting lineup in the 
Week 8 game at Cincinnati, and Jerry would remain 
there for the next five games, But Sparano then decid- 
ed that veteran Pat McQuistan had earned the right 
to start, which put Jerry on the bench for two games 
before he returned to the starting lineup last Sunday 
against Buffalo. p 

eJerry also has gotten practice time at right tackle 
— in part because of the knee injury that eventually 
landed starter Vernon Carey on injured reserve. 

Jerry played some tackle at Ole Miss, and his ver- 
satility is only going to enhance his value moving for- 
ward once his consistency level improves. 


ROUND 4: A.J. EDDS 


——$—$—_—_—_—————<— 
inside linebacker, iowa 


A bright player with underrated athletic ability, 
Edds came to the Dolphins after recording an impres- 
sive five interceptions in his last year at lowa. 

With that kind of playmaking ability, there was 
every reason to believe he was in line for a significant 
role in obvious passing situations. 

But that all changed one day at camp when he sus- 

tained a torn ACL that landed him on injured reserve. 
Like Odrick, his rookie season has been learning 
about life in the NFL. 


ROUND 5A: NOLAN CARROLL 


cornerback, maryland 


Sadly, Carroll's rookie season is likely to be 
remembered for that unfortunate play against the Jets 
when New York's strength and conditioning coach 


Digest Photo/RICHARD C. LEWIS 
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stuck out his Knee and made contact with Carroll out 
of bounds while Carroll was running downfield to 
cover a punt. 

The truth is that Carroll has steadily improved 


throughout the year, both as a cornerback and a kick- - 


off returner. 

Carroll has yet to break off a long return, but 
Sparano and the Dolphins believe its a matter of 
time. 

But its at cornerback where Carroll really has 
shown promise. He was shaky in that role in the pre- 
season and early in the regular season but has just 
gotten better and better. 

In that game against the Jets, he recorded his first 
career interception when he read the receiver's route 
and jumped in front of him near the sideline 


ROUND 5B: RESHAD JONES 
safety, georgia 


When Jones was selected late in the fifth round, 
the thought was that the Dolphins might have gotten 
a steal with the playmaking Jones, And there sure 
haye been signs of that. 

The most obvious came in the game against 
Tennessee when Jones became the first rookie in the 
league this season to record a sack and an intercep- 
tion-in the same game. Furthermore, Jones accom- 
plished that on back-to-back plays. 

Jones got the chance to make his first NFL start 
when he stepped in for the injured Chris Clemons 
against Chicago, but that night Jones had an uneven 
outing. 

Through the course of the season, Jones has 
helped out on special teams and Sparano singled him 
out for an outstanding performance in that depart- 
ment in the victory at New York. ** 


outside linebacker, middle tennessee 


The Dolphins took a shot with McCoy in the sev- 
enth round hoping he could make the transition to 
outside linebacker after being a dominating pass 
rusher as a college defensive end. 

In the end, the Dolphins gave up on the experi- 
ment, releasing McCoy from the practice squad in 
early November. 

McCoy later was signed to Houston's practice 
squad, and he’s back in his role as an undersized 
defensive end. 


ROUND 7B: AUSTIN SPITLER 


inside linebacker, ohio state 


Spitlers rookie season couldn't have started off 
worse, as he came down with salmonella poisoning 
right Before the start of training camp. 7 

Things got only slightly better for Spitler upon his 
return because he didn’t survive the final cuts. But 
the Dolphins saw enough in him that they signed 
him to their practice squad, and he was promoted to 
the active roster after three games. 

Since then, Spitler has become an important con- 
tributor on a special teams group that’s gotten better 
as the season has progressed. 


ROOKIE FINDS 


The Dolphins were able to find some quality play- 
ers even after the 2010 draft was over, and three of 
those undrafted rookie free agents have joined the 
five draft picks who are currently contributing to the 
team. 

DB JONATHON AMAYA — The safety from Nevada 
began the season on the practice squad but now leads 
the team in special teams tackles. 


WA MARLON MOORE — The speedy wideout from 
Fresno State had his breakout game at Oakland when 
he scored his first career touchdown.” 


WR ROBERTO WALLACE — The Panama native 
split time on the active roster with Moore early in the 
season and has carved a’ niche 
on special teams. 


Along with those 
three, the Dolphins 
also picked up dur- 
ing the course of 
the season several 
undrafted rookie 
free agents who 
started off with 
other teams. The 
list. includes tight 
ends Dedrick Epps, 
Jeron “Mastrud and 
Mickey Shuler, as well as 
offensive tackle Matt Kopa. 
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Information Technology — The Backbone of Sun Life Stadium 


entVTioOns GROUP 


1465 —< 
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A Winning Game Plan - TEAMWORK 


To achieve this, the Dolphins recruited Flagship Solutions Group, Inc. of Boca Raton and IBM to con- 
duct an assessment of its existing IT infrastructure and to recommend a smarter, more sustainable 
solution that meets the Dolphins’ future growth and related capacity requirements. 


;_ Flagship Solutions elie! is an IBM Advanced Partner accredited for IBM’s Dynamic Infrastructure 
“Specialty Elite J | : focusing on the design and construction of data cen- 
ters for small Dynamic and midsize business. Mark Wyllie, CEO of Flagship, 
states, “The Infrastructureo Miami Dolphins like many midsize businesses today 
must meet Specialty Elite” | the dual demands of upgrading capabilities and control- 
ling. costs. THoudh proven IBM rie tnddolgies we were able to assist the Dolphins in achieving a 
win-win by providing redundancy. and increasing computing power of their data center/IT infrastructure, 
while at the same time reducing the physical footprint required and related energy costs.” 


The solution, which was installed at both the ‘Stadium and the Training Facility.in mid-December, has 
enabled the Dolphins ‘to.consolidate from various makes and models of servers to two of the newest 
IBM Blade S servers. It also provides redundant capabilities to prevent unplanned power outages and 
data loss, high-availability services and business continuity, as well as energy and cost efficiencies. 


For a Free Information Technology Assessment Go To www.Flagshipsg.com 


Laoking back at the most memorable Dolphins 
road victories against the Patriots 


Racin he Dolphins close the regular season 
r with their annual trip to Foxborough, 
1 | Mass., a place that’s been difficult not 

only for them but for the rest of league 
since Tom Brady and Bill Belichick joined the 
Patriots. 

Still, the Dolphins have had their share of memo- 
rable victories in New England, whether it be at 
Gillette Stadium or Foxboro Stadium. 

We look back, in chronological order, at five that 
stand out. 


19811 powxmss 20, parriors 27 (07) 


The Dolphins hadn't won in New England since 
1975 when they took a 6-2-1 record to Schaefer 
Stadium on Nov. 8, 1981 on a sunny day. 

There was plenty of offense on that day, but it was 
the Dolphins defense that came up big in overtime. 
Linebacker Bob Brudzinski’s second interception of 
the game, coupled with a roughness penalty on New 
England, put the ball at the Patriots 13-yard line. 

Not wanting to take any chances, Coach Don Shula 
sent out Uwe von Schamann on first down and the kick- 
er responded with the game-winning 30-yard field goal. 

The big play capped a great day for Brudzinski, 
who also forced a fumble, but the defense had its 
problems with Steve Grogan, who threw for 355 
yards, 182 of which went to Stanley Morgan. 

Dolphins wideout Duriel Harris almost matched 
Morgan's output, catching eight balls for 145 yards, 
while Tony Nathan, Tom Vigorito and quarterback 
David Woodley all scored rushing touchdowns. 

The victory was the 200th of Shula’ coaching 
career, 


1992 voxpxms 16, patRIOTS 13 (OT) 


The Dolphins already had clinched a playoff spot 
when they headed to Foxboro Stadium for the regu- 
lar season finale, but they had their sights set on the 
AFC East title. 


See PATRIOTS, page 61 
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BIGGEST PARTE 


LIVE'ON 


Miami's Classic Rock 


GET ROCKED! 
Glorodk 


REAL 
RADIO 


Belle Glade...... ..WSWN900AM Lakeland... ..-WQYK1010AM Pahokee..........00+5 . .WSWN'900/ AM: 


-WQYK1010AM Marathon . 


Bradenton.. -WCNK 98.7FM Palm Bay.. . WIXC 1060AM 
Clewiston .. ..WSWN900AM Melbourne . WIXC 1060AM Pensacola... . WPNN'790 AM 
Ft. Lauderdale. . .»WBGG 105.9FM Miami .. .-WBGG105.9FM St.Petersburg . -. WQYK 1010:AM 
Ft. Lauderdale................ WINZ940AM = Miami..........0.0.0eseeeeeee WINZ940AM Stuart ...... . -WCZR 101.7 FM) 


Ft. Lauderdale . »/WQYK 1010, AM 


Ft. Myers .. 


WOQBA 1140 AM (Spanish) Miami WQBA 1140 AM (Spanish) Tampa .. 
. WRXK 96 K-Rock Naples... «.+..WRXK 96 K-Rock Vero Beach.. «| WCZR 101.7.FM 
Ft. Pierce. -WCZR101.7FM Ocala... ...WMOP900AM West Palm Beach . ~ WJNO 1290/AM: 
Gainesville . -WGGG 1230AM Orlando..................55 WHOO 1080 AM West PalmBeach............- WZZR 94.3 FM. 
Key West..... ..WCNK 98.7FM Orlando........... WAMT 1190 AM (Spanish) West Palm Beach....WRLX 92.1 FM (Spanish) 


Listen to the Finsiders Radio Show on Mondays from 4-7 PM and Tuesdays - Fridays from 5-7 PM on WINZ 940 AM and Dolphins.com 


PATRIOTS, from page 59 


Miami needed Buffalo to lose at Houston later in 
the day, but first the Dolphin: led a victo 
a New England team that was 2-13 and headed for 
the first overall pick 

At quarterback for the Patriots was the forgettable 
Jeff Carlson, making what would be the last of his 
two career starts for New England. 

With the weather conditions — 2 
sunny and with only a moderate wind — not being 
bad for that time of year, this really looked like an 
easy a$signment for Miami 

It was anything but. 

The Dolphins not only had to rally from a 13-3 
second-half deficit to force overtime, they had to get 
two huge defensive plays to avoid disaster. The fi 
came with New England leading 13-6 in the fourth 
quarter when Bryan Ce a fumble at the 
Miami 32-yard line on a first-and-10, The second, 
and more crucial, came on the next-to-last play of 
regulation when the Patrio led for « from 
the Miami 26-yard line, only to ha’ y Webster 
and Chuck Klingbeil combine to s Cat on and 
knock New England out of field goal r 

In overtime, the Dolphins fore 
before putting together a 47-yard drive to set up Pete 
Stoyanovich’s. game-winning field goal. Buffalo 
indeed would lose at Houston, and the Dolphins had 
their first division title since 1985, 5 


1999 poxpxms 31, PATRIOTS 30 
The Dolphins were 3-1 when they traveled to Ne 

England in 1999 and were coming off a stirring 34-31 
comeback victory at Indianapolis. 

struck early in this one as the Patriots 
returned a Dan Marino interception for a touchdown 
on the first series and knocked out the Dolphins 

back with a shoulder injury. 

Damon Huard, but his first series ended 
with a second New England touchdown on an inter- 
ception return 

Down 14-0 with their backup quarterback in the 
game, things certainly didn't look good. But what fol- 
lowed was one of the most improbable victories in 
team history 

Thanks in large part to Olindo Maré 
six field goals, including a clutch 53-yarder late in the 
fourth quarter, the Dolphins became the first team in 
NFL history to win back-to-back road games after 
trailing by seven or more in the fourth quarter both 


am-record 


time: 
Mare’ long field goal cut New England’ lead to 
30-25 with 2:45 left in the fourth quarter, and the 
¢ then set the stage for the last drive by forcing 
nd-out 


See PATRIOTS, p 
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Dance the Night dway! 


PERFORMANCES BY 


LATIN BROTHERS « TIMBALIVE 


10pm- 5am | DECEMBER 31, 2010 


Wide receiver Oronde Gadsden and 
tackle Todd Wade celebrate on the 
day the Dolphins clinched their first 
AFC East title since 1994. 


MICCOSUKEE 


TRIBE OF INDIANS OF FLORIDA: 


ENTERTAINMENT DOME 


$80 | FOOD STATIONS | OPEN BAR* 
CHAMPAGNE TOAST | BALLOON DROP 
TICKET HOLDERS WILL RECEIVE $5 IN CREDITS 
SPECIAL ROOM RATES AVAILABLE 


PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS TODAY! 


ticketmaster 


500 SW 177TH AVENUE, MIAMI, FL 33194 
305.925.2555 | MICCOSUKEE.COM 
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PATRIOTS, from page 61 


Five of Huard nine completions on the game-winning 
drive went to fullback Stanley Pritchett, including the 
game-winning 5-yard touchdown with 23 seconds left 


2000 DOLPHINS 27, PATRIOTS 24 


Not that the Dolphins were complaining much 
afterward, but this was one of the strangest endings 
they have ever experienced. 

More than half an hour after both teams: gone 
to the locker room on Christmas Eve, they were called 
back ontg the field after the officials ruled that the 
game hadn't ended on a previous Drew Bledsoe incom- 
pletion, but rather there were still 3 seconds left, 

When Michael Bishop, not Bledsoe, threw another 
incompletion, the Dolphins officially had their first 
AFC East title since 1994, 

It didn't come without a scare, though. The 
Patriots came into this regular n finale with a 5- 
10 record, but they took a 14-3 lead in the second 
quarter before big plays on defense and special teams 
keyed a Miami comeback 

Jason Taylor set up a touchdown with an intercep- 
tion, Brock Marion set up another with a blocked 
punt, and Zach Thomas set up the game-winning 
field goal with a pick 

After ntissing two previous attempts, Olindo Mare 
came through from 49 yards out with 15 seconds left 
to break the 24-24 tie. 

That set the stage for the bizarre ending. 


Joey Porter gnd his four sack 


2008 DOLPHINS 38,PATRIOTS 1 


This was the day the Wildcat was unle: 

There's no doubt Dolphins fans — and the Patriots 
— were wondering what was going on when Ronnie 
Brown lined up in the shotgun for the first time. 

By the end of that glorious afternoon in New 
England, Brown had put together perhaps the greatest 
offensive day in franchise history and the Dolphins 
had jump-started their season and set the stage for one 
of the most incredible turnarounds in NFL history. 

Brown tied a team record with four rushing touch- 
downs that day, the last a 62-yard burst up the mid- 
dle, and he also threw a 19-yard touchdown pass to 
Anthony Fasano on another Wildcat play. 

Ricky Williams added 98 yards rushing on the day, 
coming within 2 yards of giving the Dolphins two 
100-yard rushers in the same game for ane first time 
since 1975, 

Chad Pennington assumed a supporting role on 
offense, but-he was almost flawless, setting a team 
record for completion percentage with at least 20 
attempts by going 17-for-20. 

Oh, and let's not forget the defense, which was led by 
of quarterback Mati Cassel 

The 38-13 final stands as the Patriots’ most lop- 
sided loss at home since 1998, which was before Bill 
Belichick became their head coach. It also has to rank 
one of the most satisfying Dolphins victories in 


hed 


recent memory. 


Ronnie Brown had a game for the ages'when 


the Dolphins unveiled the Wildeat. 


A day of holiday fun and gifts 


Inside the Dolphins’ indoor practice facility two 
days after the victory over the Jets there was a real 
Christmas atmosphere at the Fins and Kids Holiday 
Toy Event, and the cool temperatures outside only 
added to it. 

Thgre may not have been any snow on the ground, 
but once again that did not matter to the over 170 
students from Miami-Dade and Broward County pub- 
lic schools on hand. They had enough fun competing 
in a dance contest and playing in a bounce house 
before receiving all of their gifts from the players and 
coaches worth over $30,000, 

“The Miami Dolphins are one of our best business 
partners,” said Mark Zaher, the director of district 
and school operations for Miami-Dade County. “Last 
year they won the Exemplary District award for it 
and it’s events like this that prove why they're one of 
our exemplary partners. They're a phenomenal part- 
ner and they really actually touch the kids at grass- 
roots levels. We're just thrilled to always have them 
as a partner.” 

Not only were the kids thrilled and thor- 
oughly enjoying the festivities, the play 
ers were really into itas well. Outside 
linebacker Quentin Moses drew 
some laughs with his crazy dance 
moves, especially his attempt at 
“the sprinkler.” Jake Long 
emceed the dance contest. 

For guys like Long who 
have been a part of this event 
for three years or even more in 
the case of Vernon Carey and 
John Denney, being, able to 
spread some holiday cheer to 
these kids is something that never 
gets old. 

“Its awesome,” said Long, who at 6 
feet 7 towered above the students. “The 
kids come here and they're so excited to run 


around and have fun, 
and then giving them 
the presents, they 
have such great 
smiles on their faces. 

I's always fun to give 
back and see them 
happy.” 

Long, Carey, Denney 
and Moses were joined 
at the event by Ryan 
Baker, Dan Carpenter, A.J: 
Edds, Brandon Fields, Nate 
Garner, Nate Ness, Lousaka 


Austin Spitler, That happened to bea very good rep- 
resentation from the locker room. 

Coach Tony S 
hand along with the Miami Dolphins Cheerleaders 
and TD the Mascot 

Sapp is a native of Fort Lauderdale, so he could 
relate to the inner-city kids, and Soliai pointed to 
the dance contest as his favorite part of the alter- 
noon, Edds and Spitler are rookies, so this was a 
first for them, while Montana native Carpenter real- 
ly had fun 

“Its feeling a lot like Christmas outside, I'll tell 
you what,” he said. “I could use a little snow, and it's 


parano’s wife, Jeanette, also was on 


See SHOPPING, page 65 


809, LIMO * worldwide-limo.com 
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When did texting replace talking? 


You'll never 


have to wonder 
about the goodness of 
Wonder Smartwhite’ If has 
the Fiber of 100% whole 
wheat, the Calcium of 8 oz 
of milk and Vitamin D. Plus 
that great Wonder taste 
your family loves. 


SHOPPING, from page 63 


still hard for me to get used to that part about 
Florida. But the cool weather definitely puts me in 
the Christmas mood a little better than the 80-degree 
weather, John Denney told me a story this morning 
when we were working out about how his little boy 
was thinking it was going to snow today because it 
was nice and chilly this morning,” 

The last time it snowed in South Florida was in 
1977, and it didn't even stick to the ground back 
then, So Denney’s son might be waiting a long time 

Until then the kids on hand for this event can 
embrace some warm memories. 


ont NEW JERSEY - APRIL 8-10, 2011 
oe GARDEN STATE EXHIBIT CENTER 


50 ATRIUM DRIVE SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY 08873 Avallablel 
APPEARING IN PERSON 808-236-GTSM GLEE GbEE GLE 


[EMMITT SWNT - REGGIE BUSH - LADAINIAN TOMLINSON - CURTIS MARTIN - MARSHALL FAULK - ELI MANION 
MARCUS ALLEN - JERRY RICE - CHARLES WOODSON JIM KELLY - TROY POLAMALU - SANTONIO HOLMES 
PERCEY HARVIN  .A, TITLE WARREN MOON » ANTOWIO CROMANTIE JACK HAM LEN DAWSON - DESMOND HOWARD 
‘THURIIAN THOMAS - TIM BROW ~GALE SAYERS ~ COLT MICCOY - KEN STABLER - WHITEY FORD - ERNE BANKS. 


‘ANO MORE TO BE ADDED, VISIT THE WE SITE FOR ADDITIONS AND PRICING INFORMATION 
‘Win, CTSPORTSMARKETING.COM OR CALL 808-236 TSI 


DAN MARINO TROY ‘AIKIAN DREW BREES JOE NAMATH WWIW.GTSPORTSMARKETING.COM 
AEM ‘808-236-515M 
808-236-GTSM on WWW.GTSPORTSMARKETING.COM pea r-cd 
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The LEAGUES inst soeninie 


McMichael to the rescue The re-appearance of Booker 


The Dolphins third-round pick in 2007, 
was out of football last season before he signed 
with the UPL and parlayed that experience into. 


With Antonio Gates battling a foot injury for the last several 


weeks, former Dolphins tight end 
(2002-06) has been playing an increased role with the surging 
\ Sea Chargers. another shot in the NFL. 
McMichael had a season-high five catches for 55 yards in Booker was signed by Minnesota and 

n Diego's 34-7 Thursday night victory the Vikings have been using him as a third- 
an Francisco in Week 15. He hadn't caught ; down back and kickoff returner. 

The speedy running back from Florida State 
would have joined the Vikings sooner, but the 
Vikings reportedly didn’t want to pay the UFLs 
$150,000 transfer fee. When the fee was reduced 
to $25,000, the Vikings made the deal 

In his first game with the Vikings, Booker 
caught one pass for 6 yards in a 21-3 Monday 
night loss tothe Giants at Detroit Ford Field"He 
also had a 96-yard kickoff return for a touchdown 
nullifed, Booker still finished that game with an 
impressive 30.8-yard average on kickoff returns, with a 
long of 49 yards. 
* {ronically, another member of the Dolphins’ 2007 draft cla 


over 
more than two passes in any other game, 
although both of his receptions against 
Houston went for touchdowns. 

With Gates not expected back until 
the postseason — if the Chargers make 
it to the playoffs — McMichael will be 
in line to start the last two games, at 
Cincinnati and at Denver 

“That was just me having fun and 
playing football,” McMichael said after 
the San Francisco game, “I've played in 
big games before and I really enjoy being 
in the moment. It didn't feel like I was thrust 


had a touch- 


into action because I prepare as if I'm going to down called back three days later when former fifst-round pidk Ted Ginn Jr's 
start each week. My goal is to be ready when my 85-yard Kickoff return against San Diego was nullified because of a facemask 
number's called.” penalty called against San Francisco. 
\ 
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Feely takes center stage 


Jay Feely had a rare missed field goal attempt in Arizona's 43- 
13 victory over Denyer in Week 14, but he still had 
the kind of game kickers can only dream about, 
Feely ended the game with five field goals, 
including one from 55 yards, four extra points 
* and, most memorable of all, he scored a touch- 
down off a fake field goal. 
Feely scored on a 5-yard run in the second quarter to 
give Arizona a 13-3 lead. He then kicked the extra point, 
part of a run of 22 consecutive points by the former 
Dolphins kicker, the longest such streak in the NFL 
since the 1970 AFL-NFL merger. 
‘His total of 25 points in the game also ranked second 
in NFL history among kickers behind the 26 points 
recorded by Tennessee's Rob Bironas in 2007, The 25 points 
is more than Carolina has scored in any game this season. 
Not surprisingly, Feely was rewarded for his effort by 
being named the NFC Special Teams Player of the Week. 
Said Cardinals safety Kerry Rhodes: “It’s a game he'll remember 
all his lifp.” 
Its actually been a pretty memorable season all the way for Feely — at 
least from an individual standpoint, Including his missed 49-yard attempt against Denver, he is an 
impressive 22-for-24 on the season. : 


‘Download the Official 
_ Miami Dolphins App! 


° Exclusive Video and Photos 
° Finsider Blogs 

e Finatics Message Wall 

e Live Game Center 

° Cheerleaders 

° Much More 


Elsewhere ... 


¢ DE Kevin Vickerson (with the Dolphins in 2005) 
was fined $7,500 for a horse-collar tackle in Denver's 
43-13 loss at Arizona in Week 14. 

* Chuck Bullough, a linebacker for the Dolphins in 
1993-94, was fired after two seasons as defensive 
coordinator at UCLA, 

* GRex Hadnot (2004-07) has barely 
gotten any playing time in his first sea- 
son with Arizona; he filled in at center 
for one snap two weeks ago vs. Denver. 

© QB Patrick Ramsey, who spent two 
weeks on the Miami active roster this 
season, was signed by Minnesota after 
injuries sidelined Brett Favre and 
Tarvaris Jackson, 

* Denver CB Andre’ Goodman (2006-08) 
returned to action in Week 14 after missing 
eight games because of quad and hip problems 
* Jason Taylor (1996-07, 2009) ranked fifth in the" 
latest fan voting for the Pro Bowl, but here's the 
glitch: Taylor was fifth among AFC'defensive ends, 
even though he plays outside linebacker for the Jets 
* New England WR Wes Welker (2004-06) had his first 
100-yard game of the season in Week 14 vs, ‘Chicago. 


= a 


December 31, 2010 Dojphin Digest 67 


i 


aud 


Date: Dec. 26 © Time: 1 p.m. ET © TV: CBS 
Site: Sun Life Stadium 


Series record: Dolphins lead 7-2 


Current streak: Miami has won the last five 
meetings 


Last Dolphins victory: 2006 at Detroit; 
Dolphins 27, Lions 10 


Last Lions victory: 1991 at Detroit; Lions 17, 

Dolphins 13 

Biggest Dolphins margin of victory: 

28, 2002 at Miami (49-21) 

Biggest Dolphins margin of defeat: 

10, 1985!at Detroit (31-21) 

Scouting Report: Detroit was hoping to make strides 

in Jim Schwartz’ second year as head coach, but shoul- 

der injuries to quarterback Matthew Stafford and an 
inability to win close games have resulted in a third con- 

secutive season with double-digit losses. Starting with a 

19-14 loss to Chicago on opening day in the game that 

included Calvin Johnson's controversial non-catch in 

the final minute, the Lions lost six times by five points 

or less in their first 12 games. At least the Lions were 

able last Sunday to snap their 26-game road losing 

streak by coming back to beat Tampa Bay in overtime. 

And Detroit does have some good building blocks in 

defensive tackle 0 n, Johnson and 

Stafford — if he can ever stay healthy. 
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Sept. 12 _at Butfalo W, 16-10 
, Sept. 19 at Minnesota W, 44-10 

Sept. 26 NY. JETS 

Oot.4__ NEW ENGLAND 

Oct. 10 Bye week 

Oct. 17 _at Green Bay 

Oct..24 PITTSBURGH 

Oot. 31 at Cincinnati W, 22-14 

Now. 7 at Baltimore L, 10-26 

Nov. 14 __ TENNESSEE W, 29-17 

Nov. 18 “CHICAGO L016 

Nov, 28 at Oakland W, 83-17 

Dec.5 CLEVELAND L, 10-13, 

Dec. 12 _at NY, Jets W, 10-6 

Dec. 19 _ BUFFALO L, 14-17 

Dec. 26 DETROIT 1 pam. (FOX) 

Jan. 2___at New England 1pm. (CBSY 


Date: Jan. 2 ¢ Time: 1 p.m. ET* ¢ TV: CBS 
Site: Gillette Stadium 


‘Series record: Dolphins lead 50-40 (including 


playoffs) 

Current streak: New England won the jeat meet- 
ing 

Last Dolphins victory: 2009 at Miami; Dolphins 
22, Patriots 21 

Last Patriots victory: 2010 at Miami; Patriots 41, 
Dolphins 14 

Biggest Dolphins margin of victory: 

52, 1972 at Miami (52-0) 

Biggest Dolphins margin of defeat: 

34, 1980 at New England (34-0) 


Scouting Report: [1 looks like the road to the Super 
Bowl once again will be going through New England 
this season, Despite a defense that ranks among the 
worst in several categories, the Patriots clearly estab- 
lished themselves as the team to beat with their recent 
string of convincing victories over the Steelers, Jets 
and Bears. As usual, the player leading the way is quar- 
terback Tom Brady, who looks like a heavy favorite to 
win the MVP award. The Patriots don’t have Randy 
Moss anymore, but thats been no problem as Brady 
has spread the ball among his many receivers, such as 
af and Deion Branch. 


*.Game subject to flex scheduling 


*-Game subject to flex scheduling 


Home 
Buffalo 


___ Kansas City 
___ Philadelphia 
Washington 
AFC South team TBD 
Away 
= aBiilo = 
New England 
N.Y. Jets 
Oakland 
San Diego 
__ Dallas 
NY.Giants 
AFC Ne North team TBD. 
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New England 


L at the history of the Miami 
Dolphins, this season will have its own 
special place. To be so successful on the 
road and have problems winning at 
home is really remarkable. I know it has 
never happened before in the NFL and 
may never happen again. 

It just seems to me that the Dolphins 
play with a greater urgency on the road. 
Maybe they are more relaxed, too. But 
you see they have the talent, certainly on 
defense. It all comes down to consisten- 
cy: Maybe we'll see a good finishing kick. 
Regardless,! this has been a season like 
none other. 

Monte Simpson 
Miami, Fla. 


: Sod 


efense. This is a group of young 
players coming together at the right 
time. The play against the run has been 
outstanding and, for the most part, the 
pass defense has been solid. 

As for Cameron Wake, he is quickly 
making us all forget about Jason Taylor 
and Joey Porter. The kid is the real deal. 

Now, if we can only figure out a way 
10 catch those interceptions. This is 
ridiculous and it is becoming conta- 
gious. 

Val Andrews 
Miramar, Fla. 


against 
New England will be meaningful forthe 
Dolphins and meaningless for the 
Patriots. Boy, Tom Brady and the Patriots 


are a great football team. This appears to 
be their year. 

Alex Cummings 

Jacksonville, Fla. 


Poe 


2 and pursue 
a high-draft-pick quarterback, another 
blue-chip offensive lineman and a fresh 
set of legs at running back. After that, a 
quality defensive player regardless of 
position at linebacker or in the secondary. 
1 assume Odrick will contribute next 
season. | sure hope Parcells contributes 
as a consultant. We need his help in 
evaluation more than ever. 
D. Stevenson 
Payson, Ariz. 


Danghicniapetofleaave siplesistant: 
quated. Chad Henne does not have what 
it takes to get the job done. The team 
needs another overhaul of epic propor- 
tions. Until that happens, I will continue 
to be another ‘disappointed fan. 
Someone please tell Channing Crowder 
to start producing on the field instead of 
providing sound bites to the media. 
Kevin 
Davie, Fla. 


F and I love receiving 
my issue of Dolphin Digest. | want to say 
that I am in favor of Tony Sparano 
remaining head coach of this team for a 
long time. 

Llove his passion, his energy and the 
way he approaches the job. My fellow 


Dol-fans need to remember that Sparano 

wasn't the one who decided to draft 

Chad Henne. He is just doing the best he 
can with the players he has. 

Ralph R. 

Miami, Fla. 


the way the Dolphins played 
against the Bills. What is wrong with 
this team? They are terrible at home. It 
seems that Chad Henne is so unsure of 
himself; he just’ can't make the big 
throws when he has to. I don't think 
he’ the future of this team. The coach- 
es will have some hard decisions to 


make in the offseason. 
Sure hope we don't finish with a los- 
ing record. 


Mark Antonio 
Miami, Fla. 


ooo 


pe otisilal atin tnise 
Befous Heqpmbelaitns Chad Hennetihie 
next great quarterback of the Dolphins 
As all Dolphins fans know, there is only 
one Dan Marino. Danny, we could sure 
use you now. 


Bradley Rodgers 
Orlando, Fla. 
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Final two games all about evaluating 


that probably means Chad Henne will not be back as 
the starter. He has not played well enough and it is 
doubtful anything he does in the final two games will 
change that. 

Other than a new starting quarterback, on offense 
you can expect another major overhaul on the offen- 
sive line and a running back taken early in the draft 
The defense will not remain intact, despite the good 
statistical season. Hopefully, coordinator Mike Nolan 
will remain to finish the job. 

Beating the Lions this Sunday at home or the 
Patriots on the road the following week will not end 
the disappointment of 2010 but could lead to better 
times in the new year. 


It’s no longer about wins and losses for the 2010 
Miami Dolphins. The loss at home to one of the 
worst teams in the NFL, Buffalo, took care of any 
playoff hopes, leaving the final two games nothing 
more than auditions for 2011. 

There is certain to be many changes come next 
season and few players or coaches are guaranteed to 
be around for the next effort at building a winner. 
Who will be making the decisions on the make-up of 
the roster is up to owner Stephen Ross, who will 
decide whether GM Jeff Ireland and/or head coach 
Tony Sparano deserve another year in that capacity. 

Changing quarterbacks when a team does not 
make the playofls is the way of the NFL world and 


Dropped INTs continue 
to plague defense 


The Dolphins defense ranks among the leaders 
against both the run and pass, but its inability to 
force turnovers has prevented it from actually being 
considered among the league's best. 

Dropped interceptions has been a continuing 
problem and the 18 that have been recorded — 
according to The Miami Herald —has to be near the 
top in the league. Sean Smith, who entered college 
as a wide receiver, has five drops and just one inter- 
ception in his two seasons with the Dolphins. 

Benny Sapp’ pick against the Bills was the 11th for 
the team this season and a player who was cut after 
Week 8, Jason Allen, still leads the team with three. The’ 
safety positions have produced just three picks and that 
is not nearly enough. And Karlos Dansby, who came to 
the Dolphins with the reputation of making big plays, 
has yet to intercept a pass or recover a fumble. 

Finding playmakers who can change field position 
and give the offense a short field to work with is an 
important goal for this team going into next season. 


7} 
Digest Photo/MICKI LEWIS 


The elite NFL teams are always at the top of the take- 
away/giveaway charts and the Dolphins have to 
improve in this area or the years of mediocrity will 
continue. 


Kickers still lowest on the totem pole 


Kickers are the lowest form of NFL players — always have been, always will be. They get little respect from 


. management, coaches and teammates. Miss once, like Jeff Reed did in Pittsburgh, and you are gone, only to resur- 


face with a loser like the 49ers. Musical kickers goes on before, during and after the season; anyone who can keep 
up with that carousel has to be a real nerd. 

Being a former NFL player who detested kickers, I would not allow my staff to make a punter the player of 
the game during my more than 30 years of publishing Dolphin Digest. It was going to be a battle on the Monday 
after the Jets game and for the first time I could not justify winning. Brandon Fields, punter, was the player of 
the game in the Dolphins’ 10-6 win. 

So, for the first time on the pages of Dolphin Digest, a punter was named MVP of a game. The decision still 
feels a little weird, with the 15 or so Dolphins defensive players putting their heart and soul into keeping the Jets 
out of the end zone. But Fields was the difference, changing field position and averaging 50 net yards per punt. 
It still hurts me to say a punter deserved the MVP. And it might take another 30 years for it to happen again! 
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By TOM ama 


Wake’s ascent to result 
in team MVP, Pro Bowl 


There is little doubt that Cameron Wake is the 
MVP of the Dolphins this season and he should be 
selected to the Pro Bowl. It has been an ascent that is 
unparalleled in team history. In two seasons, Wake 
has gone from an unknown Canadian Football 
League free agent signee to a part-timer pass rusher 
in 09 to among the best weakside linebackers in the 
NFL this season. 

Joey Porter left the Dolphins in a huff after last 
season with the quote “Good lack with Wake playing 
my position full time.” It was more than luck that the 
Dolphins chose to part ways with Porter and allow 
Wake to show what kind of player he could be on 
every down. 

Everyone knew Wake could rush the passer and 
his 14 sacks this season have verified that truth. But 
his ability against the run and the fact that his motor 
runs at high speed on every play are qualities that 
make Wake special. No matter what happens in the 
final two games, Cameron Wake has been the best 
Dolphins-player this season and deserves whatever 
accolades come with that title. 


You're gonna need — 
a bigger cooler. 


™, 


Game Day Subs & Platters 


$@Head © 
y Boars@ Head — 
The Official Deli Meat & Cheese’of the Miami Dolphins 


20/0\Boar's\Head|Provisions|Go Ine —“—i—t—S SHOT id.com 


Sweet pass. 


Finatics know it takes just the right touch to make a play 
perfect. And you deserve the ultimate—The Ultimate Tailgate 
Party, thatis. It's only at Publix and it's made for Finatics: 
everything you need for a great party in one easy stop. 


